
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



->^ 



^y4 ^^^ 






i*:V" . ^'^y 






t.^>c^^t,.^t,^ T^^I^f ^»*' -<=»^**£^- 



-■c ,«-/'£-#►*«, ^ f'/rd.'m.^ f^i.'^./c^^ Oka-' ; 

>iJ <a:_^ ^^^ *»^,-,6— L^r^^-i-J^, 







1/ 



^O^je,.- _|^J._ 






.f :,^ 



^»t:i 



d by Google 
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PREFACE. 



THAT the Heatlien world was 
greatly enlightened and reformed 
fey die leftures and inftruftibns of the 
Philofophcrs, nobody will difputc who 
confiders, that the diief principle which 
they inculcated on their diiciples and 
followers was, that happincfs was at- 
tainable only by an abftinence froin 
vice, and the praftice of virtue; and 
that the main bent of their ftudics was, 
to promote the uni verlal good of man- 
kind. More could not be expefted 
from mere men, who had nothing but 
the law of nature,, and the light of rea- 
fon to guide them; And yet, whoever 
reads the morals of Plutarch, Epidletus; 
Senec^, and others of thofe illuftrious 
ancients,- muft acknowledge, that their 
A- 2. 
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iv The preface. 

precepts had a tendency to: pi^omdre 
thefe great and beneficial ends, bipedal- 
ly, as their own examples were a living 
teftimony of their perfuafion of the: 
trudi of their doftrines. 

But, though their improvements^ in 
knowledge and virtue were very great,, 
yet whoever compares their fyftems of 
Ethicks with die Divine Morality of' 
the Gofpel, muft confefe an infinite de»- 
Iparity between themr; and tliat the 
fermon on the mount not oaly com- 
prehends, but vaftly impraves all their 
rides and precepts for the regulatioa of 
life and manners, and the government 
of the paffions. 

Now, though the ne\y , law promulged 
by Jefus Chrift and, his apofllcs, has 
fpread a brighter light over our minds 
than could poffibly be adminiftred by 
any human means ; yet great ufe may 
be made of the wife fayings^ and fentir 
ments wliich hiftory has recorded of 
thofe ancient lages, by applying and ar 
dapting them to the various cafes, that 
occur in the Cliriftiai;! (late.. 



d by Google 



The preface. v 

This I have attempted in the follow- 
ing ftieets,. and endeavoured to point 
out to the fincere Chriftian, a new me- 
thod of improving himfelf in divine 
knowledge ; namely, by converting the 
wifdom of the ancients into ufeful lef- 
Ions fot the pradtice of the various du- 
ties of his religion. And» as I have no 
view in this work, but to affift the ex* 
perimental Chriflian in his fpiritual ex^ 
ercifes, and to help him on in his pro^ 
jgreils towards eternal happinels, I hope 
my endeavours will Be favourably re- 
ceived, however weak and imperfefl the 
gerfonnance may be. . 
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T a T H E 

RE A D E R. 

OUT of rnany^ there are^ I prefumcj two 
grand ends that induce men to write 
and publilh their performances to the world ^ 
the one to gain popular applaufe^ to be 
highly cfteemed for their fuperior wit and 
fcholaftic learning ; and the other with a 
rcal^fire to promote the glory of Jehovah^ 
andMthe eternal welfare of the human fper 
cies« I hope I may claim a part in the Ut^^ 
tcr, which has put me upon prefenting the 
world with this Cabinet of Jewels, I am 
fenfible it will meet with variety of recep- 
tions i the Jearned reader may condemn it^ 
becaufe it is not adorned with the fiowerjs 
of rhetoric j ,the ignorant, for want of pro- 
per judgment, will defpife it; and none will 
. know its value, but real experimental Chrif* 
tians, that are endowed with fupernatural 
wifdom. May the Lord give you not oiily 
to read, but to underftand, to the edifica- 
tion of your immortal fouls, is the earned 
I dcfirc of your 

Friend and Servant, 

For Chrift's fake, 

C. B. 
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CABINET OF JE'WEtS,, ^'rl- 



ANY of the Philofopffers wtrt men 
eminent in morality ^ their doftrincs 
fometimes divine^ and worthy the medita* 
tions and.pra£tices>pf Chriftian profeflbrs. 

It was a very excellent ftymg of AntonU 
nusj Make it no longer a- matter of dffputc^ 
what are the marks and figns of a good man ; 
but immediately fet about it, aitd'ertdeavou^ 
to become fuch a one. 

i»^ poor fcholar,-S;rchines, having nothing 
to j^iye his tutor, Socrates, for his pains tiJtt^ 
ken with him : When others ^avc gifts, SirJ" 
i^id he, I have nothing to give yoij ; but if 
you will take me, I wiu b^ftow mjfelf iipon 
you. Wilt thou fo,? faid Socrates, nay, 
then I will give thee thyfelf l^tcr : And 
£o inftruacd him in philofophy. ." Ghrift 
hath taken more pains ' for and about vt^. 
• ■ • - - • . • - '^. . V*^ 
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and^ ffiallwc not give ourfclv^s to him*^ 
who will give us ourfelves better agaiiij aad 
inftrud us in divinity to the faving of our 
fouls r • 

A great: man having injured' z phlfofb- 
pher> ienc his fervant to intreat or charge 
Kixti, thae he would not i^rite againft him ; 
by whom he returned* this anfwer. That 
he-was not at leifure to think of him. " Oh 
how delightful it is to live, when injuries 
intermeddle not.with the (buli^-but it can 
enjoy itfelf, and employ itfelf' without dis- 
turbance.!" 

Seneca hath this fimititudc tcrfct out the- 
ereat evil of murmuring under fmall afflic- 
tions : Sunppfe> faith he,; a man to have a 
very fair houfe to dwellih, with. verf. fair; 
orchards and gardei^s^i fet about with brave 
tall trees for oriiamenti^what a moft tin-?- 
T-eafonable thingwerc itin this nwnto mur-- 
muT, becaufe the wind blows a few leaves off 

J he trees though they hang full of t fruits,. 
^ If God take a little aad and leave ui 
much J fhall we be difcontent ?- If -he takes . 
our fon, and give us his own ? If hccaufe 
the trees to bring fertK fruit, ihalLwe W 
fingry if the wind blow away theleaves ?'* 

Since God, iai4 ^berates, is fo careful for 
^u, what need you to be fo careful for *' 
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youriclVcs ? *• How like is this to that of 
Chrift, Take no though t»6?r. for your hea^ 
vcniy Father knows that* yc; have need of 
thcfe things. Let your con verfatipn be with- 
out care,, for God careth for you» 

Wheo Socrates in a difputc dfd bitterly^ 
fall upon one of his familiars, faid Plato to 
him. It had been better to havefpoken of 
thefe things in private ; arid replied Socra* 
tes, Shouldfl: thou not alfo have told me in 
private f ^* Reproofs ai-e not very like to 
take, when in reproving we commit the e** 
vil we condemn^. 

Socrates wittily rebuke4 the pride ofAl^ 
cibiadcs, when he proudly btxafted how much 
fand he had that lay together, by bringing 
him a map of tire world, faying^ Pray (hew 
me where your land lyeth here ? One prick 
©f a pin would have defcfibed alK " Alas t: 
why do wc boaft ^ The whole world is* no* 
^hing to heaven j and that which we havci. 
is nothing tpr'the whole. Shall we be proud 
©fatoms and dull ?"^ - 

Gato, amongother things, repented'ofthisj 
rfiat ever he^ fpent one day idle, Dionyfius 
the elder, being demanded if he had nothing 
to do ? faid, God forbid. Scipio the elderi 
feid, ihat he was never le& alone, than when 
mod alone y when he was at kifuroi he.had^ 
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the grcateft buChcfs. «' What u fliwie is- 
it to a Chridian to be found idle» and trif* 
ling<-away that time which heathens made Co 
much of r* Alas,. I have Jt)ft a day> faid 
Titus Vefpafian of the day wherein He hacj. 
done no good. . 

Tully thought him not worthy the name 
of a; maft» that fpent a whole, day. in the* 
prcafurc^ of the Hefli. And Socrates^ hacj:' 
lucb a vile efteem of fin, that he thought ic 
one of the greatrft torments of men in ano* 
ther life>. to be bound to the fins they moft 
delighted in in thi$ life. And Seneca faid: 
of himfelfj I amitoo great, and born to great* 
.er' things than that I fhould be a flave to 
fny bedy« ^ Oh Chriftians !. what do you> 
^niore than others ? Will not you live above 
Che flefh and deeds thereof?" 

Remember, faid (me to AntigonuSt tha^v 
thou art fon to a kingi and that will keep* 
thee from bafe courfes* And when Philip 
would have Alexander,, who was very fwiftr 
of foot, to run in the Olympic games, I 
f* could be well content, faid he, provided 
there wece kings and princes to run with, 
me. '* Let Chriftians then (land on their 
birth and name, to. do nothing below the 
eftate of king's fons, nothing unbeeomiog 
fuch as are heaven*born. Is it for king*^ 
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Tons, O LemtitR Is it for Ghriftiansiip be 
^ain, proud, eov^tousf** Gff. ^' 

When Alexander faw an apparent greaf 
danger near him. Now, fays he, here is a 
danger or trial fit for t'he mihd of Aleacan- 
d«^> " Chriftian« ihould fajr of the great- 
eff trials, here Is a trial for a Ghriftian. As 
It is faid i3f Igflalitis, that when he felt his 
flefti and hin bonrs ^egin to be ground be- 
tween the teeth of wild beafts. Now, fays he> 
I begin to be a Chriftian : For as Queea 
Elifabeth faid in prifon. The ikill of a pilot 
is bett known in a tennipeft ; the valour of a 
captain, in a battle; and the worth of a 
Chriftian in the time of tridT. 

It is faid of Plutarch, that he flioiild fay 
of himfelf, k were better there had never 
been fuch a man as Plutarch, than that they 
fhould juftly report him unmerciful andun- 
juft. •* It was a worthy faying of an heathen, 
and might well become the meditation of a 
Chriftian. There arc many who go undcr^^ 
the notion andprofcflion of Chriftians; few aic 
really fuch comparatively ;' But better wcS-e 
it we never were born, than that we fhould 
be Chriftians only in profe(Ik>n^ not in prac- 
tice J having a form of godlinefs, bpt deny- 
ing the power of it in our lives and conver** 
fatipn; : For then we have caufe to fear the 
pronouncing of the fad fcntence, Go yc 
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oprfcd, isfr* for we hav^:but Iktle hopes ol 
finding Chrift ppr Saviour at our deaths, if 
we do not own him for a fovereign "while 
we live/' . . - 

" . Xenopkanesy when one Lafqs called him 
coward becaufe he would not play at dice 
with him, faid^ 1 4:xuifers I am a very cow- 
ard in thefe things that are evil^ for I dare*" 
do nothing at alU " It is better to be re- 
proached for iiot.doing eyilj than to do eWi 
to av^d reproach.'' : 

,, Ariftarchusi^fcoffing at the great ntimber 
of fophifters in his days, faid. That in old 
time hardly iJouid there. bcfound feven wife 
men throughout the world j but in our days 
(aid he, nnuch ado there is to find fo m«ny 
foolS;* '^ it is a bad age when men arc wife 
in their own eyes*'* 

. Scipio ^made iiis boaft, that there was not 
one of his foldlers but would venture their* 
lives for him, if it were to leap into the fea, 
or to caft themfdves down a high tower,, if 
he required it, " How much then (hould 
Chriftians be a^Chrift's command;, and not 
iove their lives unto the death ; efpecially 
feeing all his conunands are holy, juli:,. and, 
good." ... ■' ^'' : 

]^ Aminifter living near to a philofopher. 
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dv8L ofiseli pcrfwadc him to bctome a Chri-^ 
■ftian ;.Oh, butfattd the philofophcr. If Itum'^ 
Chriftian, I moft, or may lofe all for Chrift. 
To whom, and to which thcmimftef tepUctl, 
IJf you lofe any thittg for Chrifr, he will re- 
pay it an htindred^ld. But, faid the phi^^ 
lofophcr^ will ycRj be bdvnd for Chrift^ chat 
if he doc* not pay me, jroti will ? TTcs that 
I will^ faidthemrnifter^ Sathe phi^ofopher 
l>ecame aCbridianyand theminitter entered 
Mito bond» and became a forcty forthe Surety 
df the Coveitaat. When this new Chrifttan 
philofopherwas on his fick and death-bed, he 
held this bond in his hiand> and feht for the 
mini(ler to whom he gave up the bond fajr*« 
Ing, Chr^ hath paid ail, thcte^s nothing for 
you to pay, take your bond. ^ Swdv,, 
though a man ihould be a lofer for Chfrm, . 
yet 1^ 0iaU beiio loicr by Chrifl:$ he wiif 
niake amends for all^'^ Maf. xix. «• . •' 

Marcus Arethufiiis, minifter of a church 
in the time of Canftantine^ who> in Conftan- 
line's timc> had been the caufe of oyer* 
throwing an idoKs teinpie j afterwards when: 
>vhen Julian came to be emperor, he V/duldf . 
i<)rce the people of that place t6 build it up 
again 5 they were ready to do it> but he rc- 
fuied; whereupon thofe that were his own 
people to whom he preached, tdokhimyand 
(tripped him of all his clothes, and abufed 
his naked body, and gav«-it up to the chil^ 
dren to lance it with their -pen-knives, anc' 
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then ^aufid Mm to be put in a baflcet, artd 
anointed his naked body with honey^ and 
fet hini in the fuHj to be (lung with wafps.; 
and all this cruelty they Ihewed becauie he 
would not do any /thing towards the build- 
ing up of this idol temple. Nay, they came 
to thi$9 that if he -would dot^heleaft towards 
i;, if he would ,^ive but a -halfpenny to it, 
they would ;fave him^: Sut he refufed allj 
though the givjng of a halfpenny might 
have faved his life ; aod.in doijag this, he 
did but:live i|p to «that prlnciple<that molt 
ChriilUns talk of, and all profefs, but few 
come '^up 'to if, .v/>j. *' That .we muft chufe 
liather tOrfuffer the worft of torments that 
.men and devils can invent and infli6t,rthan 
to ommit the lead fin, whereby Godifbould 
be xliihonoured, our confcicaccs wounded, 
religion reprot^chedj and our own fouls en- 
dangered." 

A philofppher walking abroad, ibund a 
woman weeping, and afking her the treafon, 
Alas! faid ihc» I have broke my pitcher $ 
and walking anpther day, found another wo« 
ipian .weeing, and afking her the reafon, 
^e told him her Ton was dead. He prefent- 
\y fays. Did that woman^ihiak that an earth- 
en pitcher would not break j and this wo- 
man, that a mortal man would not die? 
\^ Should Ave not expejfib that changeable will 
phaqgei That the falhion of this world will 
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pafs away T Wc fliould {o ufc rnjoymcnta, 
as if wc were taking leave of them. Our 
moderation of joy and Ibrrow fhould be 
known i becaufe the end'of alt things is ac 
hand;'*' 

Spcratesy when the tyrant did threaten 
death to him, told him he was willing^; 
nay then, laid the tyrant, you fhall live a- 
gainft your will : Nay, buc faid %crates^ 
whatever you do with me, it fhall be my 
will. And'" a certain ftoi<r fpeaktng of God, 
faid^ what God will, I will i and what is not 
God's will (hall not- be mine ; he will thati 
live, I will live } if it be his pleafure that'I 
die, I will die. " How (houldthe will of 
€hriftians ftoop and lie down at the fdot 6( 
God's wilt) not my will but thine be done.V 

Plutarch", rn his epiffle confdlatory to hb 
wife, on thc^death or a child,, among many 
other urgtRivents, hath this, We muA always 
think well of what the god's do. '• And 
Ihall not Chridians think-well of what God 
doth, and fay as Hezckiah, Good is th« 
word, and good is- the work of the Lord." 

A Roman lervant knowif)g.tkat his mas- 
ter was fought to be put to death, put him- 
ftlf into his matter's clothcsi that he might 
'be taken for him; and fo was, and put to 
death i in memory whereof, his^mafter erec- 
B a- ^ T 
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trd a brazen ftatuc.. " Qtl* what mpftu* 
m-'nts ftiall we erei^for Cbrift, who^Mrficn we 
wtreto be put to death, wouJddie for us ! for 
a good man fbme would dare to die; and 
greater love than this cannot be (hewn, than, 
than that a man may lay down his life for 
a friend i but behold herein Gdd manifcfteth; 
and commendeth his love to us, thatwhik 
we were yet finners^^yea^eftemiesj Cbrift diedi 
for ni^ 

The young philofopbers were very for-* 
ward 'o get tlie precepts of their fei9t, aiicf* 
the rule of feverity,. that tbey might dif^ 
courfe with kings and nobles^^lior that they 
might reform their own ipanners. " Many 
profe0brs in this age ai'e iike thofe phitofo--^ 
pbcrsi they are veryinduitriom tprga knojw- 
Icdge, that they n[iay be able to difcourfe^, 
and itbat they cpay be eyed;n>wntd,.^B4JiOr 
nourcd among others, for- theic knowledge 
and undcrftanding :. Souls tha^tare rich in, 
grace, they labour after greater mcafures of^ 
grace, out oCJo^e to grace, and bcca.ufc of 
.an excellency that they fee in grace. Grace ia- 
a.*vcry fparklingjewjtU^ and he that loves ir, . 
and purfues after it for its own native beauty> , 
hath much of it wUhin him.!* - 

The old Italians we«- wont in time of-" 
thunder to lhoot.Qff.their greaxeft ordnance^ : 
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to drown the noife of the heavens. " So 
let God thunder from heaven^ yet wicked 
men wiil fo improve their wicked principles^ 
that their confciences may not hear the noife 
of the thunder-claps of divine difpleafare. 
The covetous man will improve his earthly 
principles $ and the ambitijous man his am<* 
fadtious. principles ; and the. voluptuous man 
kis voluptuous principles; and.tne unchafte 
man his unclean .principles 3 , and the erro* 
neous man . his erroneous principles ^ and 
the blafphemous man his blafphemous prin« 
ciples!. Shall wicked men thus* improve 
theirwicked principles to the utcemx)^ a- 
gainft God^ Chnft, 4ind religion, and againft 
the profperityi peace, joy, and happincfs of 
the faints 1 - And • fhall not > faints improve 
their graces to xhe.uppermoft^ for the ho- 
nour of the Lord, the advancement of re- 
ligion,^ and the jnucual profit and benefit of 
each other??' 

A-.philofopher obfcrvethythat all bipedes, 
creatures with two fett, are (lUl looking up« 
ward. Bihla aAd fowls fcldomHay long 
upon the earth j when they light there, it is 
t^ feek their food, no fboner have: they got^ 
ten that, but they mount upward toward 
heaven ; though where the carcafs i:s,. the 
eagles ajre gathered together^ yet. when 
they have got their fnrcy, and fatisfied their 
hunger^ they foar; aloft, .as if thfy mQumc,d 
B 3 
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up to heaven. Beafts^ though tfa^y cannor- 
niouDt upward, and are made fo as they It>ok . 
downwardj yet they arc often fecn ta lift up 
their heads toward heaven^ efpccially^ in the 
time of extremity. Naturalifts ol^rve of 
the lion and the cock> that they cxpreis . 
their joy at the rififtg of the fan, -as being.; 
feofibk of the amotion of the heavenly bo-** 
dtes«. The like may be laid of fome frfhe^ 
in the fea* They tell us of. a fifh which 
£ath but. one eye, which is feated IHie a ver-» - 
tical.point upon the top of its head, always 
looking towards heaven } therefore is called 
by •he Grecians^ the Btholder of ' Heaven* 
Others tell of a precious itone taken out 
of the head of a fiih called Synodus, that 
btfareth fome relTemblanre of* the fiii^ and 
moon, and other heavenly bodies, if we 
eome to the lower vegetables, Proclus 6b* 
fervethr ^thac plants ^and flowers, and o« 
^thcr vegetables have all a dependence,, 
and many of them fome reprefentation of 
the heavenly bodies ; the tulip, mari- 
gold, andv fome other flowers wait upon: 
the fun, as the handmaid Upon, the hand of 
hef miftrefs, opening by degrees as the fvm 
afceflds, and. again fliutting up themfelves* 
gradually, as the, fun decHncth ^ and thisfo 
punAualfy, that though the fun appear nor, 
a manm:ay more infallibly know when it is 
high noon by their foH fpreading, than by 
•any clock cm: watch. . iThehop in it$ grow* 
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ing winds iHHfiaboQt the pole^ always^ fhl« 
lowing the courfe of the fun from caft 10 
weft; andean by no nneans be forced toa.^ 
contrary wayi Sonae afHrai, thar the fap -^ 
in trees precifely follows the nuKroa of ' the 
fttn^ afceodiftg and defccnding at the fame 
timej.and by thie fkmeftepa the ktn doth. 
If we. come lower to inaninaare creat^iresj . 
Fbto obfervethy . that a}( the elements do 
naturally dcfireto evaporate themfelveainr 
to the coelcftial region^ as it were»,there'tf^ 
attamio a higher degree t)fpprfc(ftioni the 
ike and air^ thofe'lighter elements^ftJU aipire 
fcigherand higher^ asr^tt werr^ to make near*- 
er approaches towards heaven ; the earth 

• and water, thofc heavy elements> though 
they da not afcend in their grofs bfedies/yet' 
they are daily* fending up fome thinner pan 
X)f themfclvcs,ibme vapoui'Si.aa kv/ttt fom^ 
breathings,, towards heaven* ,Naturalifta 
fpeak/of feveral (tones, in which there i^ 
fome rcprefcntation of the heavenly bodies ^ . 
fo that in the feveral orders of nature, there 
is fcMtiething that might remind us of our 
duty of convcrfuig in heaven^ and looking 

^o things eternal t There isfcarce anything 
we look on, but might <fome way or other 
put us in mind of this. The bed and 
choiceil things the earth affords, are hid 
from our eyes,ihut up in darknefsj, fo as if 
we look downward, we fee only- the i^rface 
of the earth, and there our fight is. bgund$:4i 
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whereas^ upward toward hieaven> all'thirigar 
arc'open and tranfparent ; to note how vail 
our afitrftio&s fhould be toward hcavcr>. 
If wc ftaitd upon: forne highilecplej and 
lotjk downward to the earth, wecannot look 
long without dizzincfs' and fcarjiwhc^cas^ 
when we look upward toward heaven, tha* 
a: thoufand tinaes greater difta«cc,wc can* 
continue looking without xither^;, as if na#. 
ture would hereby^ remind us,, that ow eyes . 
were given m to leokto heaven, not to^thc 
earth- " Having then fo manyinoomtors^ . 
we (halt fh3ew^ur^lvesill fcholars 4f * we do 
not learn thisleffiMi of converfmg with, and : 
fctting our*affc6Han&:on, , things, abovc.V 

• 
^ Afeer Julixis Casfar was •murdered,: Ahto* - 
hius^ brought forth his coat ;ali bloody, and 
cut, and laid it beforc/the pe^^lc^?. fajringi , 
Look her*, you have your empierorV coat : 
thi>s bloody and torn* Whereupon the 
people were prefcntly in an uproar^ and cri- 
ed out to flay thdfe murderers J and they 
took i their tables and^ftools that were in the 
place, and fet- them.on fine, and run.to the 
houfes of them that had ikin* Caefar, and* 
burnt them. *' * So when w«. confider that : 
fm hath (lain our Lord Jefus, how fhould 
it provoke our hearts ta te revenged on it, 
that hath murdered the Lord of glory^ and 
hath done that mifchicf, that all the devils 
in hell could never have done." 
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When news was broogHt to Zeno tfiar 
his fiiip with all the fr«tgbt< aod mepcfam* 
difc therein was caft' away ; Thou haft done 
vrell, O^^fottutte, faid he,,to drive us to our 
ftudjriR^g gpwir and ourphilafopher's Kfe a«» 
gain. *• We Ihojuld look isvp&n laffcs and af- 
fli^ionsj a6 that which is to draw and drive 
us ncarcT'sonto God i» holincft «f life/* 

When Alexander 'canr>c «o IMogen^j and 
a(ked him, if he wanted any thing, and 
would rcqiicft. any thing of him ? NotWng>, 
faid b(e,,tKUt that clwuwauldeftftand out «f 
the f»n.. •* To a gracious hca«rt there fss 
nothing comparable to the fbitiing of the 
Sun of Rightcoufnefs." • 

A^Eerfian kin^hadone about him^.wh^fe^ 
place and-ofEce ic was to fay unto him every; 
morning as ke entered into the ch^^lmber,. 
Arife niy Lord,^and have regard to thofe af- 
fairs ier which Meforomafdes, i.e^^the great: 
God,' wouW have you td ^vide. ** We^ 
fbould j^^hink us every nigiitwhatwehawe 
done, add every morning what we^ have tb.^ 
do for, and in obedience to, the gre^rt Qod/*^ 

God^ faith Rutarchi hateth and puniAieth 

thofe who wiH feem to imicate him in thunder, 

*Hghtemflg, and fiJn beams ;.'but thefe that 

he. foUowers^of : his. virtue ami gpodnefi, he 
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I6veth and advanceth. "An admirable 
obfervation, and fuitable to the fcripturesi" 

Nicbs. a. pamcer>. was fo afFedtionateljr 
. bent to his art, that he often forgot himfelf> 
and would a&^his feryants whether he had 
dined or no ? The intenfraefa af Archimedes 
alfo is famoufly knowQ» ** Oh, that wc 
could be, if but now and then^,.fo intent at: 
mcc|kation of GodI" 6?J^,. 

PioDyffus the younger- ufed to fiafcy, thair 
he kept and^ maintained many learned men^.. 
not becaufe ha did efteem^ thenn fo much^^ 
but for thatvhe-defired tabeefteeined fpr 
their fake. " Maywe not feanchat.many 
entertain preachers and miniftcrs on the like- 
account, and for the fame reafon ?*' 

King Henry.. I V>. alked the Duke^ of Al va^ 
Jf he had ohferved the great eclipTe of the 
fun whi^h fa?d^ late]y'-hap|)ened ? No> faid 
the Duke, I have {o much to^do on earth, 
that l.have no leifor-e td look- up to heaven. 
** Oh ! that this were not true ofAaioft pro- 
feilbrs Ln.thefe days^ itis very, fad to think, 
how their hearts and time is fo much taken 
up with earthly things, that tkey have fcarce 
any leifure to look up to heaven, or to look 
after Chrift,. and the. things , that belong to 
their everlafting peace." 
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fiudamedcs feeing Xenocrates, an oKl 
mtny-ftudying philofophy with young fcho- 
lars in an academy, demanded of one that 
ftood by what he was ? And being told h^ 
wms ^ne^that fotight i^ter virtue r laid he. 
If he be ftill ftudying and ftili feeldng it, 
when i«¥ill he ufe and t praftife it ? " Alas ! 
how many are there that are ever learning, 
but never come to the knowledge of the 
truth?" 

Alexander .commanded his treaftirerHo 
give Anaxarchus the philofopher whatfo* 
ever he demanded ; and when his ireafurer 
brought him word, that he Craved an excef- 
five fum, viz. ^n hundred tadents. The 
man, faid Alexander, doth v^ery well, know-i^ 
ing as he doth that he hath fuch a friend of 
me, as both^^an and will beftow fo much 
upon him. *' We may a& great things of 
of the great God, being aflured that he both 
can and will make good his promifts. He 
will give like a God/' 

. One day when Phocion had delivered his; 
advice among a great affembly of people, 
and feeing that with one accord they all ap- * 
proved his fpeech, he was alhamedj and 
t;urning 'toward his friends, faid. What I 
have I fpoken fome words*that are not good, 
that the people ipcak well of it ? "A good 
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nUn nay la fome ca&s be jeatous of Kitiw 
Mi when rite bad appnyre^ him. Woe umo 
you wbc3» all men ^'cak wetl of yoiK^' 

/One aldng* AgeiUatis che Gretar, wh^ 
cba&^en. ihottld Iram when they ai^e yotmg? 
ahfivercd. That whkh tbcy w«fc co pradkice 
vihen tbiy^ were grOMr a -iip. •• Teach ar 
child tktc tread of bis wayt, and when he is 
old he will not depart from it." 

' A.piinoiS:>pl«;r being' sited why rich men 
attended not the gaxesof philofopherai Ke- 
caafe, iaid he, tbqr know not their need of 
philofopby^ •' The ueafon fo few attend at 
wj|(i6m's gaice^^ is^ becaui^ chiey know not 
^thr Med they ftemd in of <^hrift Jefus^" 

When there ^rc cjommotions in Caeffar's 
aiTny, the very nsmic of Qgiritcs hiiSht thcm^ 
^' Oh that the name of Chrift might prevail 
to hufb the tqiT»motions that are anx>ng 
profcffors, who bite and derour one another, 
and do themfelvcs more hurt than their ene- 
nnescould.^ 

- Polemoo comittg irtfo the fehool of Zc- 
liocrace^y with his drunken company crowri- 
tii* wifhgilrlands, purpofely to out-face hini 
and lus phiioibphy I Zenocrates neverthelcfs, 
^i^em on ieith a le^ure of tempcranjcc, prcf -*' 
Cng it fo far, that it wrought much upon 
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Tolemon, yea fo much, that he iffimcdiateljr 
abandoned his former courfes, and became 
his difciple, and proved the ftridteft of the 
whole feit. ^* How many have been thus 
caught at fermons, and of vile finners be- 
come ftridt faints ?** 

One of king Cyrus's courtiers, and a 
great favorite, having btit little eftate, when, 
he was to marry hrs daughter, was aiked,. 
Sir, where will you have portion for your 
daujghtcr? He anfwcred, Cyrus is my friend. 
^ Saints may fay. The Lord is my friend, 
and my portion, therefore I Ihall not want.*' 

f urnius Camillus was always like him- 
felf, the fame man, not puffed up by being 
a diftator, nor dejefted when forbidden 
his country, « The Chriftians mgtto (hould 
be that of queen Elizabeth,yiw/^^^^fei», al- 
ways the fame ; not to be lifted up in prof- 
perity, nor caft down in adverfity**' 

Antifthencs being aflced what he got by 
learning ? anfwered. That he could talk 
with himfclf, he could live alone, he needed 
not to go abrokd^ and be beholding to o- 
thers for delight. . ^ Much more mjiy he 
fay this, yea, and much more than this, 
who hath learned Chiift, and the truth as ic 
is in Jefus," 

C 
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Zenophon tells us, that when Cyrus gave 
Artabafus, one of his courtiers, a cup of 
gold, he ^ave Chryfantes his favorite no- 
fhlog at that time but a kiTs, whicTi occafi- 
oned this fpeecTi frorn Artabafus to Cyrus, 
Sir, the cup you gave me was not fo good 
gold as the kifs you gave Chryfantes. " God 
gives wicked nien many limes gold, but 
without kiffesi and godly men kifles, but 
tvithotit gold^ yet the godly may fay, there 
is .more gold in their kifles than in the o- 
rhers gold. Therefore kifs. the Son left 
Ije be angry with you, and ye perifh^from 
the way/' PJaL li. I2, 

' There was a long fe\id between Themi- 
ftocles and Ariftides ; but being fcoth em- 
ployed infervice for their couqtrjT, Ariftides 
befpoke Themiftocles thus, I f we be wife, it is 
high time we (houldleave off this V^ain envy 
and (pite we have a long time borne ^ach o* 
ther, and that we fhould enter into another fort 
of envy more honourable and profitable j I 
iViean, which of us two Ihould do his beft en- 
deavour to favc Greece, To which Thc^- 
miftocles made this anfwer, j am forry Arif- 
tides, that herein your honefty appeareth 
greater than mine ; but feeing it is fo, that 
you have defervfd the honour in beginning 
and procuring fuch si commendable ftrifc 
between us, I will henceforth endejfvour 
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«D exceed you in continuing this your de- 
fire. *< O chat (aincs would leam from 
heathens tolay afide t'lcir particular drfFerf 
rnces^ to tnind public advantage 1 Alasl 
AkzU heathens, be better at fclf^denial than 
ChriftiaBSi.^' 

When ATchimcdes hatf found out there- 
iblution of a queftion in the mathennatics; 
he cries out.as oneraviiHedj^ I have found 
it, I havt.fcund it : *' So when a* foul that 
hath bcenfick of love for Chrift Jcfus, meets 
with htm, (be, raviflied with joy, cries out, I 
have found him whom my ibul lovt^h." 

/ Said one, dnd I fuppofe a Romany Iris 
unbecoming a Roman fpirit to- cry out. Lam 
landone, \^hile Caslar is fafe. ** Oh bow 
unbecoming Chriftians to cry out I am un- 
done, while Chrift and their intercft-in him 
is fafe, 

. Galienps the emperor, when the report 
came to him that Kgypt wasioft. What thci^ 
faid he,, canpot I live without the flax^of 
Egypt ? And when word- was brought, 
that a great part of his dominions- in Afia 
was wafted. What .then, faid he, cannot I 
iive without the dejicacies of Afia? " Ohl 
for Chnftians to fpeak thus of any of theic 
loffes, from a principle of acquaintance with 

C 2 
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atid mjbymcnt of God, is excellent; Ft in 
like that of Habakkiik, chap. iii. ty ' Tho* 
? the fig-tree (hould not blofTom^ neither 
"^ fha]l fruit be inthe vines, die labour of the 
:* ohve. ftall fail, the fields (hail yield no 

* n:ieat, the flock (hall be cut dff from the 

* fold, and there (halli>eno herd intheftalls>. 

* yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I- will joy in: 

* the God of nay falvation.' What ! can* 
not 1 live and rejoice without the daz of 
£gypt, and the delicacies of A&slJ* 

. God,^ (aid Socrates, will be iworfbipped 
vfhh that kind of wor&ip only whicn him^ 
felfhath commanded i and he will not be 
Jwor(hipped, .faid Cicero>Afciih ftiperftition,^ 
but with pitiy. *^ Oh that Cliri(hans woulcL 
heat and learn r' 

When Csefar was about twenty-five yeara 
of age, he wept that he had lived fo long>. 
and done no great exploits*. Whcn,^ as 
i^^kxander at that age, had, conquered al- 
moli all /the world. *' How ncany foula 
that have lived to twenty five^ yea to thirty- 
fivc^ it inayi be to foityi>fitre< aod more, years,., 
and havje not yet done any thing to the con • 
quering of tne world, the fubduing-of. fin,, 
the working out of. the* falvatioa of: their> 
precious foul.!' 
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Ft IS a moft {hameful thing, faid Seneca, 
to fpcik one thing and think another, 
•* Let not thine heart reproach thy tongue, 
when thou fpcakcft to God or man/' 

Such: as fay wdl and do well are to be 
embraced, faid Ariftotle, but their very 
profeffion is to be fufpefbed^ who back it 
not by a. fuitable praAice. '* It is not 
names, but ching$ s not words, but works. 
What pity it is to join drunkard orfwoarer, 
or proud, or covetous with Chriftian : Men 
join what God hath feparated, and God wiH 
<q)arate what men^ hath joined. It is no 
Jefs an abomination to put a good name 
upon a bad man, than to put a bad name 
upoaa good man/' 

When the.duKe t>f Condc had Voluntarily 
entered into the incommodities of a rcligi^ 
ous poverty and retirement, he was one day 
fpied and pided by alowtof Ical^,,who, out 
x>f tcndcfnefs^ wiihed him to ht more carcb. 
fnl and nutritive ot his- pcrfon; the good 
'duke, anfwercdi. Sir, be not troubled, and 
think not that I am uU ptovrdcAof conve** 
niencies, for Lfend an harbinger^before me, 
that makes ready my lodgings^ and takes ^ 
care, that I. be royally entertained : .The 
Liord aiked him, who was his harbinger it? he 
anfwercd. The knowledge of my fclf, and thct 
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the confidcifation of what r dcfcnre for my 
finsi which is eternal torments ; and when 
>vith this knowledge I arrive at my lodgings, 
how unprovided foever I may find them, rae* 
thinks it is ever better than i deferve, 
** As the fcnfe of fin wfcich n^crits hell^. 
fweetens prefent difficulties ; fo does the ex* 
peftation and hopes of ahlcflcd refurreflrton, 
and a joyfut admittance iato thekingdomofc 
glory." 

Phocion^ afterihe had done many notable^ 
fervices for the Athenians^ was put to death 
by them y but a iiule bdfore his death, he 
charged his fon> never to wifii ill to the A«- 
thenians, for what tfaey had done to him* 
** Wifh them well that wifli you ill, love 
and be a friend to your enemies j pray for> 
nandcurfcnot them that cb dcfpitefirllyufc 
you." . ' 

When Flamihius the Romaa general had 
fet the Greeks at liberty^ they fo cned out 
Soter \ Soter I faviour ! faviour ! that the 
Very birds, afionifhed at the «>oife,. fell to 
zhe earth. ** Oh ! with what Ihoutings 
ihould faints cry out of Chrift Jcius, Soteri 
Soter ! faviour ] faviour ! feeing he hath fee 
tthem at liberty from Satan^ fin, and wrath 

to CORK. 
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- An eari called El^zaros^ being giwR to 
.immoderate anger, was cured c3? that dif- 
^ordered afFcaiorij.by ftudjring of Chrift and 
ills patience : He ftili dwelt upon the medi^- 
iationof Chriftandbis patience, till he found 
his heart tramformed into the fimilitude of 
Jcfus Chrift, ** And oh that you would 
never leave pondering upon that glorious 
example of Chrift's humility, till your 
jicarts be made humt^> like the heart of 
Gbriftr^^. 

Bonaventure engraved thisfwect faying of 
our Lord, ' Learn of meifor f am meek and 
> k>w4y in heart/, in his ftudy. <« Oh that 
that this faying was engraved upon all your 
ibreheadsj and upon all your hearts !'* 

# 

Jerome having read the teligious life 
and death of Hilaroii^ folding up the book 
faid, Well, Hilaron ihall be the champioti 
whom- 1 will imitate, <* When you look 
upon the glorious example of Chrift, fay. 
The Lord Jefus, his example fhall be that 
"iii^tti/ foul Ihall imitfi^te/- 

One afited a jihifopher, ^what God wa$ 
doing ? He anfwercd. That his whole work 
was to lift up the humblcj and to caft down 
the proud. When Agamemnon faid. What 
'Ihould the conqueror fear ? Cafandct pre-^ 
fently*anfwered> he (hould fear this mottof 
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al1| That he fears not at all* The aitamn^- 
dcr the law was hollow to receive the fire, 
the wood and die facrificc: So the hearts of- 
men under the gofpel, muft: be bunible,. 
empty of all fpiriftual pride aiid felf«-con* 
ceitednefs> thatfo they may receive the fire 
of the fpirit of Jcfus Gtuift, . who offered 
himfelf a facriike fpr our fins. Faith is 
the champion of grace^ and love the nurfe, 
but humility the beauty of grace^. r Pef. 
V. 5. * Be clothed with humility.' The 
learned fay, the Greek word imports, thati 
humility is the ribboi;! or ftringthat ties*to« 
gethcr. all.thofe precious pearls'the reft of 
the graces of ^^he fpirit,, if this ftrjng breaks, 
"they are all fcattcrcd. Thuanus reports^ of 
Lodovjous Marfacus a. knight of Eranqe^. 
when he was Jed with other martyrs ahat 
were bound with cords- goiiig to execution, 
and he for his dignity was not bound, he. 
cried. Give me my> chains too, let me be a. 
knight of the fame order. "Therefore let 
us learn of Chrift to be. meek an4 lowly ia- 
heart,. and we (hall certainly know a com- 
fortable reft to our fouls^"^ The ftone -caU 
led Pontaurus is of that virtue, xhat itpre* 
ferves him that carries it from takings anyt 
hurt by poifon% " Tie mercy^of God in 
Chrift to our fouls is the.moft precious ftone 
or pearl in the world to prevent us from be* 
ing poifoned with fin." Luther faid, he 
bad rather be in hell with Chrift, th^n iq 
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&e2Feen ^ithode faini« Libert themftityr 
iifcing up his hands in theflameSj faid. None 
but Chrift^ none but Chrift. 

Chrift is t3ie moft ijparkling. diamond id 
the ring of glory, • * Tbcrcfwe we fhoukt 
^ count all things but lofs and dung for the 

* excellency of the knowledge of Chr'i& 

* Jefas,' PbiL iii. &• Bcza f iid» Time is^ a 
precious commodity $ of all ocher profef«- 
£ons a man may l^viecvo ^t onoej bus two 
Ynomems of cioie torgether nro man could <evet 
h&ve ; therefore Cato held>:that a wife man 
^ould be abte to give an accoimtof his 
ieiAire as well as hii labotir^ Said Seneca^ 
i fpent no day idty^ And Pliny laid to his 
dnepbew> when h^s jfiiw hirh il^raUc outf<»ne 
ht^ns without ftudyingy you rmi^t iiave bet^ 
terbeftow^d yiw^r tinQ«* ^5 The C0iwntMi 
complaint is, we wane trme ;. but tHe; criitii 
is, we da not fo much want it as waltc it/* 

Bede tells of ascertain grear. man, that wak 
iidmonifced iahiaficknefs to repenfi wluft 
anfweredi that, he wdu5d not repent yet,foi if 
lie ihould recovier hifr -tomfxinions wooiid 
4ftugh at him j but growing worfe his friend t 
|>rdfed him again* to. repent> but he told, 
thtm it was. too lace j for now, faid he, 1 4m 
jjjdged and cpndemned. • 

* Bellarmine "tells^of a desperate ad»Focate 
ta che court of fiaome, who. being ^xhort^d 
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on his^ dcath-bcd to make hts peace whR* 
God, piade this fpeech to hinii Lord, I have 
a woVd to fay to thee, not for myfelf, but 
for my yfik and children $. for I am haftning, 
to hell,, neither is there any thii>g that I 
vrpuld beg of thee in mine own behal4 
And. this be fpake, faith, Bellarmine (who 
was by the while) as boldly, and without 
fearj as if he had been biit to take bis jour* 
ney only.to (bme nearneighbouFingvilkgei 
** O that viKn were fo wite as to confider 
that they are not only to.die,, but after deatfe 
to appear before the judgmcnt-fcatofChrift^ 
there to give an- account of ihr things don,^' 
in the body, whether they were good or evil^ 
the righteous (hall enter into evcrlafting life^. 
^hile the finners who die in their fij3S>. wiIJ< 
be plunged into the :gujph of everlattinbg 
mifery.*^. : , \ ' 

Mclchia Adams, records in the lift of 
Gobelinw, that a little before. his time, there 
was ^ play fet forth at Efenach in German)?^ 
of the wife and fpolifti. virgins j vvherein 
the Virgin Mary, who wat one, of the five 
faints that reprefented the. wife, virgHis, was 
brought in wjth the reft, telling the fooUfli 
yirgins ^ho. cried to her (or oil, that it wa& 
too late J and then, others reprefenting the 
Iboliih virgins,, fell a weeping and making 
snoft bitter lamentations. -Hci'eat. Prlpce 
Frederick J. wbp was one of the. fpedatorsij, 
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^reafly amazed cried obt^ What is our faith 
worth, and to what purpofe are all our good 
works, if neither Mary nor any other faint 
can help us 1 And fuch was *his confterna* 
tion, that it threw hina into a fcn^ and vio- 
lent difeafe, which ended in an apoplexy^ 
whereof he died about four days after. 
«* If the reprefentation of thefe things in a 
play ended the life of fo great a man fo tra- 
gically, think with thyfelt reader, what will 
the effeds of the Lord's real appearance in 
the clouds of heaven, in ttiouming and wail- 
ing of.the tribhs of the earth; in that dayi 
who (hall fay to the mountains and rocks> 
fall on us and hide us from the prcfencc of 
him that fitteth on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb/* 

. SuetoJSA'us reports of Julius Cacfar, that 
when he was ilain in the Senate-houfe, there 
were thofe letters found about him, which if 
he had but read, might have difcovered his 
plotted death. *? Pity it were that any ihould 
die in bell with thofe letters, that learning 
about them, which if they had rcadinpraftice, 
might have dilcovered away to have efcaped 
that eternal mifery." 

An aged citizen of Exeter in king Ed- 
ward Vlth's time, who when the town was 
ijcfieged, faid. That he would feed on the 
one arm and fight with the other, before hc; 
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would ocnfcnt to yidd the city to the fcdi* 
tious. It i& -faid of Sccva at the ficge oC 
Dyrrachiuarij that be fo long refifted Pom^ 
^ty's armfj that he bad two hundred and 
twentf darts ftkking an. his flueld^ and loSt 
ont of Ws eyts, aad yet gai?e Jiot over> till 
' Cddar came to his refcue. And of. Sir< 
Thbraias ChaUoncTy wito died am^ 1566, 
that he fcrvcd in his younger time under 
Charks V, in the expedition of Algier; 
where being (bipwrecked» after he had Iwam 
rill bis ftren^h and bis amns failed bim^ at 
fhe length catching bold of a cable with hi& 
teeth, he efcaped; not without the lofs of 
ibnie of his teeth. The like, and fomewhat 
nnore, is reported of€ynegyrasthe Athenian 
in the Perfian wars. " Thefe did thus for 
a coruptible crown, or temporary honour 5 
what iball noc we do fop an eternal? i Con 
bu 25* ^ Hold ovA^ and hold f aft that thou 

* baft, that no man take tliy crowa from 
^ thee/ Be of Queen Elizabeth's diifjofi* 
tion, who provided for war, even when fhe 
bad moft perfe& peace with all men. God's^ 
ipirit fets up a fVandard in. the faints* ^a» 
lix. 19. * And ftrongcr is be that is in you, 

* than he that is in the world.' That old 
ferpcnt hath his head fo bruifed and crufhcd 
by €hrift> that he cannot now fo eafily cfarufl: 
in his immorial fting, though he efiay ic 
never fo often, unlefs we dally with him,t 
ahdiay butfelves open, unlefs we tempc 
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Satan to tempt us> by inconnderation, fecu« 
rityj or Tenturing on the occafion. 

It 19 faid of Carfar, that he had greater 
care of his books than of his royal robes ; 
for <wimming through the waters to efcape 
his enemies, he tairted his books in his 
hands above the SvaterSj^ but loft his robes. 
•« What are Caafar's books to God's books ? 
Remember this, That one day, yea, one 
hour (^nt in the ftudy of truth, or fpread« 
ing abroad of truth, will yield the foul more 
comfort and profit, than many thoufand 
years fpent in the ftudy and fpreading abroad 
of corrupt and vain opintons, that have their 
rife from hell, and not from heaven : From 
the God of this world, and not from that 
God that Ihall at laft judge this world, and 
-all the corrupt opinions of men." 

The -ffidiles or Chamberlain^ among-thc 
Romans, had ever their cjdors (binding open, 
for all who had occalion of requeft or com^ 
plaint to have free accefs to them. ** God's 
mercy-doors are wide open to the prayers 
of his faithful people." The Perfian kings 
held it a piece of their filly glory, to deny 
an cafy accefs to their gteateft fubjefts* k 
was death tafolicit them uncalled. Efther 
hcrfclT was afraid. Bu t the king of heaven 
manifefteth himfelf to his people, he calU 
to his fpoufc, with, Let me fee thy face. Ice 
D 
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mt hcv thy voice, ^i*. and afligfvcth her 
negligence herein, 4s the qaufc of her foUl- 
ficknefs. The door of the tabernacle was 
not of any hai:d or debarring matter, but a 
veil which is eafy penetrable. And whereas 
in the temple none came near to worihip» 
but only the high prieR, others -ftood with-* 
out in the .outer ,€0urt. X3od*s people arc 
now a kingdom of priefts, and arc faid tQ 
worlhip in the temple, and at the altar, 
Jiev.xi. J. " Let us therefore draw near 
with a true b^art, in full afHirance of faith} 
let tis come boldly to the throne of grace, 
that we niKty x}btain mercy, and find ^ace 
xo help in time x>f need*" 

. Anfeloi ufed to fay. That if he fhould 
iee the (hame of .fin on ^he oneiiand, and 
the pains of hell on the other, and .muft of 
neccflity thufe one, he would rather be 
ihruft into Jiell without iln, than go into 
lieaven with fin } fo great was his hatred 
^nd detcftaiion of iin. 

] The ftory of the Italian, who firft made 
his enemy deny God, and then ftabbed him, 
.and fo at once murdered both body and 
^ul^ declares the P5rfe£b malignity of fin. 

When the afp (lings a man, it doth firft 
tickle him, fo that. it makes him laugh, till 
the poifon by little .,apd little gets to the 
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heart, arid then ic pains him more tbatv ever 
it delighted him. ^ So doth (in j it may 
pleafe a little at firfl:, but it wili pain the 
foul with a witnefs at lad ; for the pleafures 
of fin are but for a feafon^ and the wages of 
it' eternal death.*' 

Tannerfane at firft hung out a white flag, 
but if they flipped that opportunity, then a 
red, and fo death and dcftruftion^ followed; 
6f^. " The Lord Jefus han'gs out the 
white flag of mercy in thcfe days, to entice 
fouis to come in, and to ibare with him in 
his glorious and uflfearchable riches, in the 
riches of his grace and mercy j but if you 
ftand out, Chrift hath a red flag, and- if that 
be oiKe put out, you are loft for ever. 
Thrice happy are thofe that take the firft op* 
portunity of clofing with CI>rift,, and of fub* 
je<5ting*themfclves to him*** 

It is within the bill of mortality, to find 
fome, who having loft the funfkion of vital 
graces, all checks of confcience>.aH fenfe of 
fin, all niotioii* of the fpirit. He galping-for 
fpiritual life, while the breath thereof is 
checked * by rwftemary finning. This is- i 
fpiritml lethargy j ■■ o»ly the Spirit of God 
can rcftore that foul ; but to- lofe the ufe of 
f>me fpccial grace- foF a time, the opera- 
tions or this or that gracious quality, is a 
moft commcn dtfeft incident to the founds 
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€ft of God's fervants* Now tdfiifFcr an e- 
clipfe of his favour^ anon the nnocions of his 
fpmt, thqn the comfortable fenfe of alTu* 
rancc ; fomecime to be wavering in thefauh^ 
^t other times to be nigh fwallowed up ia 
doublings, are all fymptoros qf a fpiritu^ 
palfy. He that is thus affcfted, muft give 
himfelf wmo prayer, th^t God would fix and 
(lab! in his v heart, confirm hi$ faith, aad 
cauic the iiffiueoce of his love to revive hi9^ 
hope, feating it up unto full aflurance. Sin 
oftcritimes makes men infenfible of the 
wrath of the Almighty. ,Sin transforms 
many ^ man, as it wi^re,. into tho^fe 
bears, in ?liny> that could not be ftir- 
rcd ^^^xh tl)e iharpeft. prickles ; Or, thofi^ 
iifhes in Ariftotje, ciiat jtJ^ougb they have 
fpears thruft into their fides yet they awake 
not. Sin brings in Ibrrow and ficknefs. 
The Rabbins fay, that when Adam tafted 
the forbidden fruit, his head aked. The 
fable faith, that the bucts^rfly aiked the 
owl, how ftie fhould deal with the fire whid). 
had finged her wings ?. Who counfelled her, 
not fo much.a^s to behold its fmoak. . One 
faid, as oft as;I have been among vain men, 
I returned home Itis .a» mait thai> 1 iva$ be«» 
fore. " What wife m^n would fetch gold 
out of a fiety crucible, hazard l^s immortal 
foul CO gain the world, by foUowiog a m^-* 
titude in chofe fteps„ that lead to the chaa^» 
berji of death and darknefs.. . . . 
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He that talks of heaven^ but doth not 
the will of God, is like him chat gazed upoa 
the moon,. but fell into the pit. As David** 
daughters were known by their garments of 
divers colours, fo are God's children bjr their 
piety and fan^ity. A. Chriftian's emblem 
ihould be an houfe walking towards heaven* 
High words furely make a man neither holy 
nor juft ) but a virtuous Ii£r» a qircumfpc^ 
walking, naakes him. dearto.God* A tree 
that is not fruitful is for the fire. Ctvriftianity. 
i& not a talkina* but a. walking with God, 
who will not oe pot off with words I if he 
mifs of fruity he will take up his ax, and 
then the foul is cpt off f(>r ^vcr. ;Ic is a 
precipu^trutbjincver'to be forgotten, That 
duties arc efteemecinot.by their ad^s^.but by 
their ei^ds^p-- Keep^hyfclf wifh^n-- cornpafs, 
and^ have an eye always to *tl^ j^nd of thy 
life and adions, was Maximilian the em« 
peror'sv motto. When the Tartars had ta* 
ken* in^ battle t|;\e dukj? o^ Mufi^pvia^ they, 
rnadea. cup of. hisikMlU wi|h this- iiifcrip- 
tion, AH coyet^ al,l loie. Francis Xavfirias 
Qounfelled. Jobn IIIj king pf Portugal, to 
meditate every day a quarter of an hour 
upon thattexr. What Ihall it profit a man 
to gain the whole world and lofe his 
foul ? Mrs Catharine 3reterge^ once after 
a great fionfiid.with Satai^ faid^ Reafon not 
with me, 1 am a; weak womv^^.if thou haft, 
any thing to fay, f^y it to my Chrift^. he ia 
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my advocate, my ftrcngth, and my Redeem- 
er, and he (hall plead for me. *' He that 
will yield to fin, to be rid of tcmptarion, 
will be fo much the nrwre tempted, and the 
Jrfs able to withftand temptations." When 
Bafil was tempted with money and prefer-- 
ment, faith he^ Give me money that may 
laft for ever, and glory that may eternally 
flourifli ; for the faihion of this world pai^ 
ietb away, sur the waters of a riv<r that runs 
by a city^ 

Heathens confccrated their Cats before 
they taftcd them, as appears by many pafla- 
gea in Homer and VirgiK Some fay, that 
the elephant ere he eats his meat, tiirr^s up 
with hSa- trunk, the ' ftrft fprig towafas liea- 
ven;; The fcriptures we are fure f«y; that 
whatever' me^ cat,; or drink, or do, they 
fliould do it all to the gloryof God i for he 
is the inexhauftable fountain,- from w'lcncc 
flows all otw prefem enjoyments. • It was a 
good ■ fayingj of Ckrryibftonhe, fp>ea,king oF 
hell. Let us iibtfcck where it is, bur how 
we (hall efcapcit : Surely one good mearrs 
to efcape hell, is to take a torn or two in 
hell, by our daily meditations. The gate 
of indulgence, the ^te of mercy, the gate 
of glory, the gate of confolation, and the 
gate of faWation will fee ever fhufagaintt 
thciti that live and die in tlieir fins. • Plato 
was crook- backed, iind his IbhoUra counted 
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it an orndment to go crooked' like him. 
Ariftotle lifped, and his fcbolars thought 
it Ivonourt^ lifp. ^^ Sbaii not we hold 
ourfrlves honoured^' thac> mayi fufFer with 
Chrift, andthen^ be glorified alfo^wich him/' 
Alexander would have none draw hit >pic- 
ture but AppeHes> or cot his ftotue but Ly-^ 
fippus I becaufe none elfe had art enough 
todoit welL " Certain it is, none have 
(kill an'd wifdom to ihtwfonh God's praife^ 
but that people ^hich he formed for chat 
purpofe." Lamadiusi a commander, faid 
to one of his foIHiert that'w^ad brought be« 
fore him for nii/behaviour, who pleaded he 
would do fo no more, faith he, no man 
muft ofFehd twice in w^r; - ** So God will 
not fuS«ti meii) ofieiii to nefgle^t the daf of 
grace. Now is thea^c^p^ed time> now :i& 
the day of falvation, co-day, finncrs, if ye 
will hear the Voice of the Lx>rd> harden not 
your hearts. , . : > . 



N»gasthc? Seyehian king, d^fpifing the 
rich prefen^s and orrtattlents dittt weie fent 
unto hifrt by the emperor of ConAantinbi^c, 
aflced him *bat brought them, ' Whether 
thofc things could drive away calarhities, 
difeafes, or deaths ?• looking upon all thofc 
prelents as tlo priiorAs^ ihstt could not keep^^ 
ofFcalaftMiiesTronVhitn. *^ Verily^ aU the 
riches and glories^ oP this- worW, cinnot 
keep off the Icaft c^amity,- neither can they 
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make up the want ofthejeaft mercy. :Bur 
the riches of Gh/ift do borfi Jteep ofFcalami^ 
ties, a^id makeupithe w.ant! at alivsnotie^. 
tiut the foul Cloves or nbed^i - 

. .. .' •" ;. ;..• "•' r :• . i ' .. 

.. Many pr^achers^an our (jUys^^arc like He « 
caclitus, v/ ho was called^ The dark-do^or, 
liiey zfftA fubUnir notions, obfcure exprei^ 
fionsy uncouth phrarfi^s, making pl^intnucbs 
difficult and eafy truths.. bard- •• They. 
< darken council witbwdcdsjwichqut knqw^ 
•- ledge, Ji^xxxviii. aw Studied expreffionp,. 
and high no^oAsJn a famoiii. are' like Afa^ 
, hcFi carcafs in the way,, that did only ftop 
men, and mak^tbem gaze, butdid no wa>a 
profit them.' ^ Itb bftttwtojprtftjfit trunii 
in lirrnaiuve plainiief»>, than iROi hang, kco 
oar&with ^ountcrfifitpfeJicls/*' . ^ 

Senarclanus t«llpth ofra pJaij) countryiman- 
at Friburg in Germany^ that lying on i^is- 
death-bed, the devil came to him in the 
Ihapeof a tall twrj[bte marri aq^ clm^d 
his fouLfa}ing, Thpii hatft been a notpriou^ 
finncr^ and I am come to fet 4o>vx> aU thy. 
fins: ,Aod therewith he drew out paper an(d 
ink, and fat down^at.a table thai (loud by, and 
began to write, The fick man anlwercd, 
My, foul is God's, and ^] my finis ace. nailed 
to the cfofs of Ghrift ; But if thou dtfire 
to fet down my fins, write thus, .Ali out 
rightcoufnefs is as filthy rags^ ls?c. The 
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4ty\\ fet down th^r^ and. bad him f^yoni 
he didj( Buc cbou Lord haft promifed for 
chme own iiakc,. Vo blo^ out our iniquities, 
and to nuke our fcarlet (ins white as Tnow. 
The devil pafled by thtfe words, and was 
eameft with him to go on in his former ar«- 
gument. The fick man faid with great 
cheerfulnefsj T^ Son of: God ^pe^ccd to 
deftroy the worksipf t^^ 4cvii. . Wiih that 
-(he devii vaniihed» and tbfiXick oian depart 
«ed. 

The poets feigned oi Palla^^ that fhe left 
off her trumpets when ibe faw h^r cheeks 
began to fwell with blowings i^Vlc muft 
i>ot be true.of Chrift's miniltersi that they 
ceafe ta iQ<iiid:tbe» u^pCM ^Cthe fanduary 
wlieO .their face b^'rn co fwell ii^th the fee* 
nefs of the earth. . We ihall be. then moft 
enemies to eur own graces^' when we dp 
Jeaft gOoA nx)fi9 th^e people^" iW^ read of 
Phinchas> fchat hes ftpod up. atrd executed 
judgment,, and thc.plague ftayed* ^* What 
a ftay would the« be of thcp^gye of (hi ? 
How would Satan's kingdom l>e ftreigbt- 
ened, ifoiir fpiritual Phine^fie$ were : all 
knit togctber astow m^n, like thofc Ifraeir 
itcs at Oibeah// 7^4g* ^x, lu Tp pubjifti 
judgmtnts /agaioft: the rebellions of ifee- 
pcopk. .iTrcnrtbling.fcarwortAld not fuffer 
the drunkard to. hold his cups i the fwear- 
er and adulterer would be: wearied with con- 
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tinuat purfuits, did the trumpets of God's 
fanAuary never ceaft to proclaim war and 
•dtrftruftion againft fuch fins. ** We love 
too much that our pulpits (hotrld echo 
forth the fwcetef Ibunds o^ mercy, and not 
the harfher tunes of judgment." But Gre* 
gory Nyffen tells us, that the dead fnakea 
are never raifed uhle^ by a clap of thunder* 
"- The fecufe finner will fcarce be raifed 
out of his dead fleep^ unlefs by thofe louder 
claps of judgments which come from James 
and John, fons of thunder." It Is obferved 
of Chryfoftome, that he reproved fin as if 
it had been an injury done unto himfclfi 
*^ We fhould never want^ v(?ords of reproof 
if we couldmake thepeoples fins our own in* 
juries : Wc read the ztzl of that holy fi^her^ 
xmd cannot but admire his valour." Zozo« 
menc tells us^ the disfavour ef the times 
were the portion of his cup. " That makes 
us ftairfiri'to walk jn his-lteps : We love the 
praife of nien moi-e riian the praife of God v 
butHi^rome thinks, the hearer'St tears will 
be the beft pr^fcs ofour^^ir." • - 

Bodin hath a flory concerning a great 
rebel thai had made a ftrong party againft 
a Roman- emperor. The emperor makes 
proclamation,. That whe^ver could bring 
tke rebel, dead or ative, he (hould have fuch 
a great fum of money. The rebel hearinrg 
of thiSj. coiiies and prefents himfelf befbro 

Digitized by Google 



C 47 ) 

thcemperoT) and demands thefumof money« 
Now^ faith the enfiperor, if I fliould put him 
to deaths the world would, fay^ I did it to fave 
my money : And fo he pardons the rebels 
and gives him the money. '* Sinners ! fhall 
a heathen do thisj that had but a diop oC 
mercy ^nd compalTion in him i and will not 
Chrift do much more, that hath all fulnefs 
of grace, mercy and glory in himfelf? Sure- 
iy his bowels do yern towards the word of 
rebels ! if you ftill but come in, you will 
find hun ready to pardon $ yea, he is full 
of pardoning mercy. Oh 1; the readineis 
and willingnefs of Jefus, Chriil to re- 
ceive to favor the greateft rebels. The fa* 
ther of.mercies did meet, enabrace, and kifs 
that prodigal mouth which came from feed* 
ing the fwine, and kifllng of harlots." 

The favages of Nova AJbion, as they 
were very much taken with our Tinging of 
pfalois, and other * holy exercifes, faith 
Sir Francis Drake, while we were among 
them: So, when they could not prevail with 
us to day longer there, they Hole upon us a 
facrifice, and fet it on fire e'er we were a- 
ware. We laboured by all means to with- 
ho)^ or withdraw them j but could not pre« 
vail, till at laft we fell to (payers and fing- 
irig ofpfalmsj whereby they were allured 
immediately to forget their folly, and leav^ ' 
their facrifice unconfumed (for they fiippo- 
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fed us to be gods indeed) fuffcring the fire 
CO go cue and imitating os in^ all our anions, 
Acy fell a lifltng up their hands and eyes 
to heaven, as they faw us do. • ** Hypo- 
crites may imitate the real Chriftians in alt 
outward forms and modes of wcrlhip, and 
be intire ftrangcn to thepowcr'of godlinefe 
in their hearts." " 

It was a wife and Chriftiah fpeech of 
Charles V, to the Duke of Venice; who, 
when he had ihewed him the glory of his 
princely palace and earthly paradife, inftead 
of admiring it, or iiim for it, only returned 
him this ^rave and ftrious memento, Thcfc 
are the things which make vs unwilHfig to 
die. * Love not the world, neither the 

* things that arc in the world : If any man 

* love the worl^, the love of the father is 

* not in him, r John ii. 2. 

Plutarch reports, that it was wont to- be 
the way of the Moloflians, when they would , 
fcek the favor of the prince, they took up 
the king's fon in their arms, and fo went 
and kneeled before the king, and by |his 
means overcame him. ** So do humble 
fouls make a conqueft upon God with Chrifl: 
in their arms : The father will not give that 
foul the repulfe fhat brings Chrift in his 
firms. The humble foul knows, that God 
outof Chrift is incommunicable, that God out 
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of Cbriftis incomprelisehlible/that God out 
of Chrift is vcf y terrible, and that God out 
of Chrilb ts isnacfdfiibk ; and therefore he 
ftill bringa Chrift with him,. and prefenta all 
h^ requefts in his namei and fo prevails^'* 

Manjr off die poor Pagans believe not the 
imnmrtality of the foul, and thofefew of 
them that dreamed of another life beyond 
this, yecaffirnnedof itvery: faintly, and fcarce 
believied tbemfelves^ Socrates, the wifeft 
of heathens^ fpake thus to hia friends at his 
death. The time is^ooiw: oome ttiati nsiuft 
die, and you furvivei but whether is the bet- 
ter of thcfetwo the gods only know, and 
not any man. living,, that, is my opinion. 
^( Bm we hoLve- not fo learned Chrift; nei- 
ther mttft me do as hMthens and alieilits 
from the: eommoiir wealth) of IKraeL Now 
in Chrift Jefus, we,. 'W,fix» &aietimes wcrt 
fiL€ offy. are>naade nigh, by his blogd, and 
have an accefs, through him, by one ipirit 
to the father/' 

Piutafchteliaofia private foldier of Julius^ 
Char's, whoi fQUght«fo..valiastly in Britain, 
that by his means he faved the . captains, 
which otherwife were in great danger to be 
caft away, being driven into a bog, then 
inarching with great pain thraugh the 
piire ami dirt;, in th^.end he got to thd 
other. fule,but.kftc his ihield behind him« 
' E 
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Cflcfar 'wondering at his noble courage^ ran 
to him with joy to embrace him; but' the 
poor ibldier hanging down his head, the 
water (landing in his eyes, fell down atCas* 
far^s feet, and befought iiim to^pardon.him^ 
for that he had left his fhield behind him» 
*« He had done gallantly, TCt^he Falls down 
at C«far*s feet, after his brave fervice, with 
tears iii his eyes, • upon the fenfe of his 
leaving his Ihield behind him.. When we 
have done our beft, we hare caufe to iall 
down.at Jefus's feet, and with tears in our 
eyes, fue out our pardon/' 

When Henry VITI had fpokcn and writ- 
ten bitterly .againft Luther ; faith Luther, 
Tell the Henries, the bifliops, the Turks, 
and the devil himfdif, de what they can, we 
are tlie children of the kingdom worfhip* 
ing-of <he true God, -whom theyi, and fuch 
as they, fpit upon and crucified. And of 
the fame Jpirit were many martyrs. Sazil 
affirms of the primitieire faints, that they had 
fo much courage and confidence in their 
liufFertngs, that itiany of the heathens feeing 
i;heir heroic jztal <and confiancy^ turned 
ChrifHans. 

If the rwiftied vii^in vndcr the law, 
cried out,ihe was then guiltlefs : So when 
a foui raviflicd by the power of corruption, 
aod ftrchgth of Satan's temptations, cries 
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out, Lord> I would not for all the world (m 
againft thee, I would not diftruft thee, 1 
would not be impatient under thy afflidting 
hand^ 1 would not be proud under thy mer- 
ciful hand ; but Lord^thefe fons of Zerviah, 
thefe corruptions arc too hard for me, they 
eommit a rape upon me, they ravifli me of 
my Jefus,. and of my joy, and of my peace ; 
Lord help me. Lord deliver me. «« Thefe 
weaknefle& ihall not be charged upon the 
fotil. iTheiraviflicd virgin under the law; 
if: (be cried out, was guiltlefs : And certain* 
ly God ir hot, Aor. will be kfs merciful and 
gracious to his^ people under thegofpel-i 
who are- ftili crying out againft their fins, 
and Satan's aflaults. • Surely; thofe fins ihaU 
never be a.Cnriftian's bane> that 'are now 
his gfcateft burdem". . - \ 

Nilrma being tQld that his enemies were 
coming upon hioi aa he was- offering facri* 
fices, thought it fufficient.for hisfafety that 
iie.could fay, I am abowtthc ftrvicc of my 
. God. When Jehofaphat hadonce cftabliih- 
cd a preaching: miniltryjn all the cities of 
Judah,.then^ and: not till, then, the iear of 
the Lord fell on>the neighbouring nations, 
and they^ made lio war ; albeit,, he had be* 
fore that, placed forces in all the fenced ci- 
ties, Lewellin prince of Wales,, when hie. 
,was moved. by ibme .about him to make war 
.upon our: Hewy. Ill,- replied thu^i 1 am 
E 2 
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ihuch more afraid ofiiisiimBthzn of tb ar- 
mies. Frederick the clioftor of Saxony, iir- 
tending war againfl: t hcacchbifliop of Magde- 
buf^^ fenc a ipy to fearchioxM: hisprapar^xions,. 
and to heaticen OftithU defigns.t Boic uhder- 
llancHng tliat the -archbahop didnafibing 
more than oommatehisrcaiKfeito God, and gime 
himfelfi to fading ^ad prayer, Lethttm Ifigbt,. 
faid he, tba£ hath a mtod t^ tt ; I am -not 
fo mad as to -fight lagahrft Him that tnofta ^to 
:baTevGcd hissd^fei^R^A-A^'wcttr. iiuls 
• reported, daat att ithe^egeofjMoiiixrftbibdr, 
ithe ipiiapic lof <7od uHtig Tdailjr iiiinfululciaa 
;as their fermie wo£i!ld iipeiimft^. did iing a. 
pfa:lna aSfter, iand nmnedi^tely beSmt ^bcir 
faUyiaig fordid with which pitai£biaejdtecne- 
jmy, cxxming ]ie(psiat]ita^d| -ever iipon die iing* 
ing of the pfalm, after "wtech dhi*y?exp^&x{' 
a (ally, they would fo quake and tremble,, 
xryinag, 3?hiey cwme L t Hey icameiL as thiiig h 
the !wiath of God iiadbeenriareaking ioot 
upon them. The ibldiers char wcm ^againft 
M;fac Angro^nafxs,;wfaere-Gpd was.iicoorely 
•fexved, amrdft ^a. whdk. kingj^tom 0f PapcH^^, 
TtoU their captains, they- wqre to a&aniflinl 
:theyx:ould hot (brike* . Some tethers Iki^,. 
^at the minifters, with tiieir iaftiog' and. 
-prayer, conjuced and faeMritched.tiiem, rhax 
-they could not fighu It wae die cuftom of 
'Xhis. .poor ipeople, /ou:>fooa as they law, the 
enemy approach,, I to cry aloogcthor Xor ^d, 
ifuccour, £ifr..iAthe.Locdvwhile tbeibldieos 
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fdugbc, the rtftof the people with their mi- 
nifters, made their hearty prayer to God, with 
fighs and tearS; and that from the morning 
to the evening : When night was come, they 
afiembled iagaio together. They which had 
fbught rchearfed God's wonderful aid ancf 
fiiccour, and foall together tendered thanks* 
Always: he turned their forrb fr into joy. 1 h 
the mornifig, trouble, and affllAion appeared 
before them with great terror *on all (ides; 
but by the evening they were deli tiered,' and 
had great caufe of. rejoicing and comfort. 
^* O that there was fuch a ^iritand practice 
now to be found amongfi tho£e that are en* 
gaged in war^stgaunft the enemies of our re- 
ligious and civil .liberties, we might. then 
foon expe£k to fee our proud iriitilring foes 
overturned, . as God overturned Pharoah 
and his hoft; in the Red Sea." ' Some truft 

* in chariotsy^nd fome in horfes, but we 
**will reniKmfeer the name 06 the Lord our 

* God.' P/aLxx. 7. . 

Amadeusduke of Savoy, who being a(k* 
ed by certain embafladors that came to his 
court, 'What hounds he had, for they defircd 
to fee thdmi (hewed them the next, day, a 
p^ck of pobr pcopk feeding at hisitable, and 
laid, Theftarc the hounds wherewith 1 hunt 
^after .heaven. ,Macedonius the hermit re- 
tiring into thewilderncfs, that he might 
with 'more freedom enjoy God, and have 
E3 
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bi& :Convccfation in hemcD : Upon a time 

there carac a foung gaUanc into 'the wider- 

nefs to himt wildbeafts, and feeing the her* 

mit, rode up to him, afldng him. Why he 

came into that folkary place f Hedefired 

he might have ieaw to aflc ihimthe fame 

qucftkjn. Why he icame thitlher? ft came 

hither to hunt, faith the jgendeiDan i am) fo 

iio 1, fatth the herom, 'I<hwrt; after myOod* 

'* Moft men hunt after other things, 

the profits and preferments of the worid, 

and many times ape with Jffimrod -mighty 

hunters. Hungers ufually da not foeep 

the . road> but iride oyer liedge a^nid tlYCch> 

•many time thncnigh corn ^fidd^ any vay 

their -game leads them i So it is'withworfcl- 

}y iTicn, they care not what hedges they 

break 'thorough, what gaps they make in 

God '5 .law andTjjheir.owh cortfcienoe j what 

wrong thcyxkl toiothcrs, fo as they may.at^l- 

wancc .their own idcfigns. A^ain, hwniers 

ftick at no pains, fomet;nnesxi&t>orhtl>om- 

fclves and horfes out of breath ; fometimes 

.ruoHtill they can run no longer: With the 

Jike cagemcfsand induttry do worldly men 

purfue thcfe things ; and with thb like, and 

-li^r ^rejkter eagernefs^ fhould weihunt after 

GQ(ji .iodr heaven:: We ihopld think no 

pains t9J3 tnuch, liodabour too great, fo as 

.^e Height attairfi to the. end of our defines, 

the falvatiw ©four fouW* 
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A ftory is told of Socrates, That bheday 
.%enig ia%his fcbool, a pbyiiognomift cans 
.to vific him, and raking great remark of his 
face, plainly averred> t^t Socrates was guil* 
tyof ibch and fuch fiDtorious vices; which 
^ccuikttoii liis 'difeiples heard with much 
/impatieiice, and .oould hardly 'forbear litrike- 
iog inmi dedaring'Chat he was^a fdiy fellow, 
and that he had done their mafter injury^ 
for what he faid was very falfe upon their 
dcnowiedge.. Socrates mcerpoJes, and af^^ 
:fures thcim, that whar^his artift had deli vei"*- 
*ed concerning him was well grounded,. and 
Therefore they .had cm.iuch reafbn to blame 
-liim) for, faysirke, i have a great natural 
propenfity and inclination to dio£e crimes^ 
which certain)] yjMHOuid have hid a great pre- 
dominancy over me, had not my pcafon and 
my philofophy pfcvailod.ovcr'them, which 
-was .no fmail difficulty. •* Thanks be 
'given M jaU"nai5.htf JGod -for his reftraining 
grace, that Awe Ihave inot'been aftwally guilty 
pf thofe 'fins, to ^which our partii:ular naturqs 
•do fo much incline usi that >every fingJe 
-offen<ie bz& pot been. the unhappy parent of 
inany more« And this is ^wholly to be imi- 
pinjed to <jod1s goodne^ >co us^ .For our 
-refoltuioiis mayifa^ us of dofhg good and 
' ^avoidix^geviJ; ou^ reafon. may be blinded 
and •deceived j Phiiofophy^ both as to the 
theory, and as to the pradlical part, may be 
vain and unprofitable j but if we are endu- 
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ed with G6d*s grace^ ihis canhcrt fairus. 
He givcth us to wiH and to do of his good 
plcafure ; but the more wc rely upon him, 
and pray for hisblefled affiftance, the furer 
vrt are to find the happy influence and bc^ 
nefit of his goodfpiric, which will teach ua 
•to wallc^ hoifly^ penitent! y^ ^iii^erly^ not as 
fools, but as wife, red<$eming the. titne, be* 
caufe the days are cviU** . 

li is a poetical fi&ion^ of ' Erafmusy that 
hfc hung, when dead, between heaven and 
hell. There: arc many^ nien whc4i aji ve ap*. 
peartohangbccwcenhcavenand hdl 5 Some 
faint dcfires they have tending: towatds hc«* 
vrn, at the fame time their evil .inclinations 
and adkions carry them into the paths that 
lead to hell and deftruftioni They arc 4ong ; 
in fufpenfr which way to take, the narrow 
or the broad }>ath ; but by not choofifrig the - 
firft^ theytrauftfiecelfarilyiali intotthe4aft. . 
in the ways of Chrifti whofc paths > arc 
pleafantncfs, ^tton progreds efi regntdi^ they ' 
that proceed not forward mull, go backr - 
ward. Many who have had good trefoil^ 
tions may be now in belh He that refolves . 
to go a journey, ii^ never the ^ftearei^r per;- . 
forming it by intending it^ if he does not 
go the journey. "1 pray; God give us 
to will and to do of his good : plcafure.':" . 



..-. / 
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When the pliy&iaM told 'TliecrtimuSy 
that except he didabftaid from drmkmntCs 
and uni^eaniiefs, 6^r. be #ouid lefe hisefes; 
bis heart was fo be^tched^b^ (his fins^ thitc 
heanfwers, Then-faiiewell ftwet JighS} he 
had i-ather lofe his eyes than leave hU fin* 
^' &>a:£i!ian bewitched mch fi«, had rather 
lofe*Gbd^ Chrift, faeaveO) and his own fauU 
than part with fin/* 

'Robert dtikeof NotmahtlyypJiffiftJ th^6* 
'Falaifc^i^foheldamtfiii^a CMipany ti^<Min|g 
^n^^atds dancing, x>ne At^m a ftnmief's d[augh- 
ter, (whofe maiblcnetk in <her darure fo i^na- 
moured the duke, «that he «aok her fo^r his 
coacabiiie>iand oniher begatourWilliam the 
conqueiror/ Scidi^ andmc^ better, %omm4>nty 
tiae the cffcfta-of'mijflCd dttncingi^ whith 
^made Cto-yfcrffcoFUfay, 'Wfeewidanomlg' is, 
theft the ^tfvtl psi ' And Another ancient 
calldth danping a*di:c*e, «^hofc center is thfe 
devil MowiTjg up ebe fiire 6f concwpifonce in 
the JieaPts bath of ihi a£bot^s a4id Tpekflkons* 
AugAiftine fairh^ That'ievery ctfper iw «hte 
'dttioe; i^ a ie^p'ihco & deep'ja^^^* No ib* 
^ber manf diot^h dalnce, <aitih Cicero, ' ' 

Bias a heathen man, being at Tea In a 
'grieat ftoriii, aiid ^^eroeivirfg many Wiiked 
nven. in the fliip caUiilg upon the gods ; 
:Qh, faith he, forbear' prayer, hold your 
^tongues^ IwoukL not bav:c the gads.^ake 
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aotkc that you arc fcerc, they furerwill 
drown us all if they ftiouW. ** Cmild a 
hcathw fee fq much danger in the focicty 
of wicked men:, and can. you fee nor*e who 
call yourfelvcs Chriftians." ^ 

Epiphaniui^ obfcrves of the MclctlanSy. 
though they were orthodox in their faith, 
yet by communion with Arius and. his fao- 
tion, they were not free from the filthy dung: 
of fome corrupt- manners. •^^ Too nnfuch- 
fanaiiliarity:.wjth the men: arid, matters: oftKe- 
.world, will quickly bfing contcmptrupon 
.owe perfons, and caft fomc foil tipon . our 
manners ; we 0iall be like the ftars when 
' we keep ourfelves within the orb of hcavea- 
ly contcnnpUtions, far remote from this in- 
ferior and baftr earth**' - iEliao , reports pt 
the he^^b Gy^oibaru^ thai: in then day time 
it lies hid among other h^rbs. and is not dif- 
covered, but ^n the night it appears like a 
.glorious ftar. ^^ xhofe graceifc of. God's 
.flpiritjn the faeartSLof CodV faithful fervants 
ihpMld &JBe as bi^igh^ ftars. in th^.obfcurcft 
r^PS>fmf:ion,y,hick in the clea^crfun- 
perfca^SS^^^ ^^^^PC^ With that. 

r ^^^i wat .i^e^ jw4 .h*s . aany wetc 
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like to perifli for want of water; the em- 
peror's lieutenant feeing him fo diftreifedt 
told him that he had heard that the Chrif- 
tians could obtain any thing of their God by 
their prayers j whcrcupoil the emperor, hav- 
ing a legion of Chriftians ih his army, defined ' 
them to pray to their God, for hh and the 
army's delivery out of that danger, which 
they did, and prefently a great thunder fell 
among the enentues, and abundance of wa- 
ter upon the Romans, whereby their third 
^ as quenched, and the enemies. overthrown* 
without any fight. Mary queen of Scots^ 
that was mother to king James, was wont 
to fay, That (he feared Mr Knox's prayers 
more than an army of ten thoufand men* 
*' The prayer of -faith is ever prevalent with 
God." 

The Low Country fupeftingthe Englifli, 
anno 1587, (tamped nrioney with two earth- 
en pots fwimming in the fea, according to 
the old fable^ and wittily infcribed. If we 
cla(h we are iirokcn. The Thracians had 
they been all of ^e mind, they had been 
invincible, faith Herodotus. A.nd Corne- 
1|U8 Tacitus, who had been in Britany with 
his father-in-law Agricola, reporteth of our 
forefathers, that they fell.4nto the hands of 
the Romans by nothing fo .much zs by 
tSieir di(renfions amongft themfelvcs. Pliny 
teU^|h of the ftonc Thyrraeus, that though* 
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never fo^big^, vdf^iU it;i$.wholej. k flottech 
upon tht ipvaters(5 fejufi bemg brGkoib icfiok- 
etb. The dra^n fuckjethi out th^ blpQd of 
thft cleph^iUj Md tb^ welgbx: of the falliag 
eLe|rfian« f^pffrfRw:^ she dr^pa,;aB4fo both 
ppriib tog^j^er^ *< Tq pfcvept ^)l which, 
and tp CQipppft ^liqparr<;isia thU: Egypt of 
the w<odd> Im^ it bi$'rQK9ea^er€d«: siS Mofe^ 
told ^c two (Iriviflg tfracMtes, tbac we are 
brethren. And». Ob.ivpw good^ ^f¥i how 
pleaf^n? it is f^ bn^thr^n,. and the mi/ii* 
fljiy efpeci^Jyi. tioi dwell t^^t^? io^ ^PU]^" 

When Alwamjer faiwi i?i(>gtene£i f^t weli 
cpmiROt wit^ a. Ji^d4, hA fef4 to thqfe tjhat 
roock^d at his. condpiii<)i^, if H wicife noc 
Alewiid€!c . I wouid wiQ^ tO: bte Ciogerys. 
" Many could be arlmoft Chriftians, wc^e 
it not for ihis honour, thcfe riches and plca- 
furr,. 1 w<Hild be a. Gtoiftia^/' 

Wheo the fwatojps h^d wounded Caaftr 
with ^^ny f^fe wQMndfe .Bwtys: aifo gay^: 
hitn. ^ ilabi with th^r, be looks upoa- hiixi 
a4Hi feys,. What ! ai?d tl^u my^foa? <5 All. 
the wounds, that Jj^fq^ thrift reec>yejs ftpin: 
tjie wojFldj: S9l rwt. &> r«wh. tp his.. be«t; 
afifWhen hi$ ^ijrfjrcii^ wotmd him-: Whtai:! 
afidyoiu xny fonsj anpd dwgbtfiw.?'* 

. Wk^n, Al(»45d«3,on .a. time, fung-Mid: 
Elay<ed' c5ii;fipvQy PP>a hai?p ac^. bunquijt^ 
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his father Philip faid to him» Art not thou 
alhamed to have fkill in thefe trifles? 
** How many Chriftians born to better 
and more noble employments than dancing 
and playing, have, alas I more ikiU in fucii 
things than in better. But are ye not aflia- 
med r ^.c- 

Alexander, wht;;n he {at m judgment, 
would ftop one of his ears to hear the other 
party withal. ** One tale is good till ano- 
ther is toldi we fliould not condemn one 
report, but hear both tides, tte that con- 
demns a man till he hear him, doth unjuftly, 
though there be juft caufc to condemn him." 

When the tyrant commanded that Anax- 
archusfhould be putinto a mortar, and beat* 
en to pieces with an ironpcftle, he cries out 
to his peffecutors. You do but beat the vef^ 
fcl, the hufk of Anaxarchus, you do not 
beat me. " Men may kill the body, but 
cannot hurt the foul." - 

• Agrippa having fuffered imptifonment 
for wiming Caius to be eiiiperor, was the 
firft that W3S preferred by Caius when he 
came to be empefor, and bad a chain of 
gold given him as heavy as the chain of 
iron that was on him in prifon. '^ If wc 
fufFer for Chrift, we (hall alfo reign with 
him, and if our afflidbions abound, our Con- 
F - 
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foktions ftall abound touch more; for 
b6r li^ht afBiainns which is biit>for a ino- 
n^cni ,^6rketh for ti^ a far nyot'e exceeding 
Vtem^l vt^eigiit 6f ^lory. Men may fuffcr 
for thrift, biit rfiey Ihall hot Wc by it." 

The Gauls when they, had tiAled the 
fwcet wine of Italy, a&cd where the grapes 
grew, land ^ould nevtr hi toiif^nted till 
they c^me therfe. " Thejy that V^ftc the 
IWeet wihie of heavenly confblations, will 
Ti'e^cir %t contested till tht|(^ ioitte to 
Ifeavcn." 

Jt was a fiid and lamehtable cicprcffion of 
Lyfinnachus, who had loft his kingdom for 
one aVaught of water, ^Ofh ifor what a ffiort 
j^Teaffurc hi^Ve 1 madfe myfclf 6f a king a 
rfaVe. "Alas! for what boor and Ihort 
cnjoyitients db fnen run ^fe hazard of lofing 
the kih^xlom'of G6d and their 'fouls." 

Cleopatra told Mark Arftony, It is hot 
for you to fifti for gudgeons, but for towns, 
Ibrts, '*'nd caAlek. ^* It is beldw Chriftians 
to'ldok after low ;'and little thfngs, tHey are 
ii6rh^ that is ficVbbrn, toidolc after the 
Jdngddm of heaven." 

rtutaVch fahh- of Th^m'jftddes, that he 
4tct6u\^Ted it btltiw his ft'ate to ftpdpto take 
\ip ilk fptiih, ^&6ugh chain's or gold, Wiiich 
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the enemy hacJ feat ercU in the v^ay, but ^id 
to one of hjs followers, thou mayeft, for 
thou art not Thcrpiftpclies. ** If is fay 
worldly fpirits 5 it is b^low the ft Vc^ of ^^^a-r 
ven-bprn fpirit$ to ftppp tp earthly things. 
WprldFiRgs nnay, th?y are no^ fhemiftocles^i 
they ^rc nof f;>injts." 

Cyprus is an iHand fo fruitful ^nd ple^«, 
^t, that it wa» amiently called Macaria^ 
fha; i|, bjefle4» Andof it Sextu^ ^yfm 
writptl^^ t|i4|t being, fampu» ifpr ripl^e$, its 
^I^erchy iblicited th< poverty of |he peopjis 
9f Rorpe tp fcize upon it, " This m^jy be 
lUPre fitly fajd gf heaven, th^t habitation of 
the |i^ppy pnes. fo eagerly and e^fneftly 
^ught for by therfaipt^, that iiothipg cll^ 
will fatisfy ?hpm/' L,uthcr, whfa great: 
gifts were fent co him, apd ^ qs^rdij^ali^ip 
pffere4 h^'jP by the Pqpe, f^id, God fhould 
IIQ( put him*Qff with thofe pepty things, he 
breathed after better*. " Iijeaven i^ had by 
the violent^ earth inherited by thofc that 
are meek, Jliii/. v. 6^ Whcr^, |hpugh 
6od would have his ferv^nts content wjth - 
the leaft mercies, as being lefs thar> fhe very 
Icafl:^ -yet not fatisficd with the greaoeft 
things m the wprJd for their portioi^/' 

, Lord Bacon would fay towards the latter 
end of his life. That the tirft principle of 
tight reafon is religion ; in refped x? which 
' E 2 
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it was the wifcft way to live ftriftry and 
fcvcrcly. For if the opinion of another 
world be not true, yet the pleafanteft life in 
this world is piety, virtue, and honcfty : If 
it be, then is none fo miferable as the vici* 
ous, carna}, and profane perfons, who live a 
difliOBOurable and unworthy life in this 
world, and are like to fall into a mod fad 
dep orable (late in the next. 

The learned Selden, before he died, fent 
for the reverend archbifliop UQier, and the 
reverend Dr Langbaine, and difcourfed ^o 
them to this purpofe. That he had furveycd 
moft part of the learning that was annong 
the fbns of men ; that he had his ftudy full 
of books and papers on nioft fubjefts in the 
world ; yet at that time he could not recol- 
left any paflage out of infinite books and 
manufcript^ he was maflcr of, wherein he 
could reft his foul, favc out of the holy 
fcrptures; wherein the moft remarkable 
paflage that lay moft upon hisfpiritwas this: 

* For the grace of God that .bringeth falva- 

* tion hath appeared to all men, teachiiig us 

* that denying ungodlinefs and worldly 
< lufts, we fliould live foberly, rightcoufly, 

* and godly in thisprcfent world j looking 
« for that bleflird hope, and the glorious ap- 
« pearanccofthe great God^and our Savjour 

* Jeius Chrift, who gave himfelf for us, 

* ihat he might redeem us from all iniqj^y^ 
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' and purify unto hinofrlf a peculiar peo|(le» 
* zealous of good works/ ?//• ii. ii, ^^ 
13* 14* 

Ariftotlc, that great philofophcr, at his 
jdyin^ hour cried out. Thou Being. of Be* 
ii)gs nave mprcy uppn me ! 

Pblycarpj when he was perfuadcd to f>rear 
by the fortune of Ciefarj and blafpheme or 
renounce his Saviour^ religioudy replii^di 
Eourfcore and fix years have I ferved Chrift^ 
I- have found him a good mafter| neither 
hath he ever offended me in any things J 
have lived by him, I will live to him. 

The learned Salmafigs departed this world 
with thefe words. Oh ! I have lofl: a world 
of time. Time^ that moft precious thing 
iuithe world^ whereof had 1 but one year 
longer; itihould be fpent in reading David's 
pialmsi and Saint Paul's epi&les. O firs 1 
ftid he to thofe that were prefent with him 
at his death, mind the world lefs, and God 
more. All the learning in the world, with* 
out piety and. the true. fear of the iJsrd, is 
nothiBg wcfth. **^ Thie fear of the Lord> 
that is wirioai^ anjd to depart frpm evil^ 
that is underftaodino;/** 



•^w 



Prince Henry's laft words are averred to 
be thefe, O Chrift, thou ^t my redeemer ! 
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and I know that thou haft redeemed me. 
I whoHjr depend upon thy provrdcncc and 
mercy ; from the bottom of my heart I com- 
mend my foul into thy hands. 

In the Earl of Marlburgh's letter to Sir 
Hugh Pollard, then controller of his ma- 
jefty's hou^iold, which he writ to him a lit- 
tle before his death, there is this paffage neac 
the end of it : Dear Sir Hugh, let us be 
more generous than to believe we die as the 
beaft that peri flies j but with a Chrrftian, 
rn|tily, brarc rcfolution'look to what is 
fetcrnaU 

When Caefar gave one a. great reward> 
This> faith he, is too great a gift for rne to 
receive j but, faith Caefar, it is npt too great 
a gift for me to give : So, though the kaft 
gift that Chrift gives, in fon c frnfc is too 
much for us to receive, yet the greareft gifts 
are not too great for Ghrift to give. *^ He 
is everyday^ every hour, yea, every mo- 
ment a giving of royal favours to his peo- 
ple. Here is peace for you that are in trou- 
ble, fays Chrift ; and here is pardon for. you 
that groan under guilt, fays Cbnftj and 
here is comfort for you that are mourners 
in Zion, f .ys Chrift, 6f a His hand is ever 
in his purlc, he is ftilf a fcattering pearls of 
glory, the very jewels of his crown, aniong 
tnt beloved of his foul/* 
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Ingo» an antient king of the Draves, who 
making a (lately feaft, appointed his nobles, 
at that time Pagans, to Ht in the hall below» 
and commanded certain poor Chriftians to 
be brought up into his prcfence-chambcr, ^ 
to (it with him at his table^ to eat and drink 
of his kingly cheer, at which many wo^ider- 
ing,he faid, he accounted Chrifliahs^^hbugh 
never fo poor, a greater ornament to his ta- 
ble, and more worthy of his company, than 
the grcatelt peers unconverted to the Chrif- 
lian faith ; for when thefe might be thruft 
down to hell, thofe m'ght be his conforts 
and fellow princes in heaven.* " Although 
you fee the ftars fometimes by their reflec* 
tions in a puddle, in the iH^tom of a well, or 
in a ftmking ditch, yet the ftars have theif 
fituation in heaven i So, though you fee a 
godly man in a poor, miferable, low, defpif. 
ed condition,, fur the thihgs of this world, 
yet he is fixed in heaven, in the region of 
heaven : Who hath raifed us up, laith the 
apoftle, and made us lit together in heaven- 
ly places in Chrift J'efus/' 

The light of fuperabundant joy, fhining 
through the black clouds or abounding 
afflictions, is aharfh founding paradox in the 
ears of the world, and a truth which is only 
found in the Ichool of Ghrift*s crofs. 
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Paurs body niay be c^ft into fetters, but 
the light of the gpfpel will admit no bonds, 
Modwus may ufe His bell (kill to entsmgle- 
Bafil in the Arian fubtleties ; but at Ud ht 
fliall carry news unto Valens of 4 ftrange var 
Ibur^ ^s Nazia.n;sen reports it, JSuch^ fii.itli he^ 
is th^ refolute courage of Bafil, that words 
cannot pverconn^ hinrij thrpatnings canjiojc 
n>ake h!m^.and all al|gremept$ cannqt draw* 
him. They are ftill fglft lights^or nictcors^ 
hanging in the air of j^tnobitign, not fixecj in 
the firmanf^cnt of trujth, wl)iph every wind 
of' trouble is able to paft upon the ground 
of a new fai^ih« 

It is reported of Qlympiusi wh<> live<| 
.cjoyftered up ia a monaftry near Jordan, 
that his mind wajs fp fiyed on eternity, that 
lie had fc^rce any fenfc qr. feeling , of any 
temporal ijiifcrics, 

•' It happened on a time, that a certain re* 
ligious man went to vifit him^ and finding 
him cloyftered up in a dark cell, which he 
thought uninhabitable, by reafoQ of heat, 
and fwarms of gnats and flies, and aflc- 
ing hi«n, hpw he croujd endyr/e to live in 
fuch a place ? he anfwered, AH this is but 9 
Jight matter, that I may efcape eternal tor- 
ments : I can endure the flinging of gnats^ 
riiat 1 may not endure the flinging of con- 
fcience, and the gnawing of that worm that 
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ftcvcr dies; this heat thou thinkeft grievous^ 
I can cafily endure, when I think of the 
eternal fire of hell, thcfc fufFerings arc but 
Ihort, but the fufFerings of hell are eternal. 
•* And as all prefent fufFerings are light in 
comparifon ot everlafting torments; fo, if 
we think further of the eternal joys of hea« 
ven, this will make them feem more light ; 
I reckon, faith the apoflle, that the fuffi^r- 
ings of this prefcllt time arc not worthy to 
be compared- with the glory that fliall be re- 
vealed i he puts, as it were, into one bal- 
lance the affliftions of this life, and in the 
other the bleffednefs of heaven, and having 
weighed both, concludeth, that there is no 
reckoning td be made/bf thp one in compa- 
rifon of tlje other/' 

I in my little cell, faith Hjerom, with 
the rcfi of the monks, my fellow finners, 
dare Hot determine of great matters. This 
is all I know, that 1 know nothing, faid So- 
crates I and Anaxarchus 'went fuithcr, and 
faid, that he knew not that, neither, that it 
was nothing that he knew/ This is the ut- 
moft of my wifdom, faid David Chytraeus, 
that I fee myfclf to be without all wifdom. 
And if 1 would at any time delight my Jelf in 
a fool, faith Seneca, I need hot feek far,^ I 
have myfelf to turn to. " Thus the hea- 
vieft ears of corn 'ftoop mod toward the 
ground ; Bough;^ the more laden they are. 
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ibe more Iqw they hang; ^nd the more dw 
x^Qt the fun is pver u^^/thc le(s i? ayr 0xa-p 
dow : Sq the m^xf true wpnh i^ ii^ ^ny m^.njf 
the Icli f(plf-<fonceuednefa i and (he lower a 
inap is ia his. own eyes, the highcf he is ia 
God's." . 

When Tribazqs a npblc Perfian was ar-? 
r^fted^ he drew out hrs f\s(0rd and defended 
hinnielf ) l>ut when they. raid hinn t^iat thejK 
?a^e tpqi^ry hw' «>. the king,, he wijlin^w 
yielded, " So, though a faim may a.t firft 
ftap4 ?^ Uttle om^ yet ^hen h^ xeoacrpberf 
that 491i<^ions are to carry hin^ nearer tq 
Gpd^ he yields ai>d kiilfes ti^e ra(^. Afiiic<s 
tians a^re like the prifk^t th? piightipg^i?\ 
bread, that awakes her, and pMtS her uppt^^ 
her fweet and delightful lingmg/V 

When )M{ui>fter lay fi(f|c^ and his ^^end^ 
a&ed hhn how hedid«and how he fe)t himfelfi 
be poinded to h'^^ fpres and plcers^ whereof 
^9 was fall, aqd fjiid, Thefe ^c Gfqd''§ gep^ 
and jf w^b, whefewich he decl^eth his beft 
fri^nds^- ^n(\ tp me they are mqrc. pre^riou? 
than^fU the gpld an^i filver in the worlds 
<^ ^ fou^ at firft converfion 13 but rougl^ 
^aft; but God by afflictions doth fquare 
qn^ fit, and fafhion it for that glory above^ 
which dpth fpcak thenf> out to flow from 
precjpus Jov^i. therefore the aiflidtions that 
do. .au^ii the pepglc of God fhould be np 

Digitized by Google 



< 7^ ) 

bar to holihitis, ftor no tttotivfc to driw thfc 
V6\i[ CO «^ays of v^^idccdhcfs.^' 

' TiitYt ^aS ti gtc^t conteft b^Wh ApcU 
Ite, a famtftis pdJnter, ahd attothfc^, ^hidh 
ihobU ari^lfear Ae 1btf(tT artSftj and as it 
Irikl bf 'mill, kpcftesWcvO^r'^rapcs, whifch 
Weretb ni'ttirkfly dorfe, th^ the bivds ptclc^ 
^ kt th*cAi, fiSppoTmg thfefn to be real 
gi-ape*s ; the bfher dfe^ only the lively pic« 
iOrc of a fctirtaih, artd bringing it t6 Apttlci 
for his approbatioh, he ^fa d^fifed to dfiW 
away the curtain jhat his pi6lute might be 
judgfcd of, Ht then cortctu^ed himiclf the 
bi&tlter artift J for, fayis 'he, Aprfl&s deceived 
the birds, bOt 1 deceived Apelks. « Thui 
with -art ahd yu'hhirig we maydcceivfc bhds^ 
b'eaftis, and n)'en. nay, ptirfelvfes, but We can- 
hot deceive G6d. Let us therefore (b be- 
have ourftlve^ in 6'ur words, geftiircs^ 
thoughts, and aAiohs, a^ con'fidcring we are 
Always in God's prcfenCe, to whom we'mtift 
be accountable at bur deat^h, iahd at the day 
bf judgment; arfd therefore let iis not dare 
lo Cdmmit fin, linlefs we can conceal biir 
adlions frorn his alMeeihg eye.*' 

iTKcy report of Miaihomct, ah ordinary 
Turk, that this was the firft ftep of his ad- 
vancement to the enripire, his matter Soly- 
hian thegreat, let fall a letter but of a win* 
HpW, Which while the reft to approve tlicir 
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jdiligcncc to their lord, ran about for ladders^ 
he, without any more deliberation or cir- 
cuit, leaped out of the window and returned 
prefently. ." This is the nature of love and 
zeal to overlook all danger, to forget thenj- 
felves to pleafe God, and thefe are they that 
came to preferment, to be favorites in the 
court of heaven, when they that are {x> wife 
to look before they leap, may look long 
enough before they rife, and a fool he is that 
looks for any other ladder to climb to ho- 
nour befides his mafter*s favor. 

The antients were wont to paint fortune 
taking cities in a net, for one Timotheus an 
Athenian captain whom they drew flceping 
by i but our Timothy knows the New Jeru- 
falcm,the city abpve, muft be taken othcrwife, 
and therefore plants a ftrait 0eg^ about it with 
an armjt of virtues, plies the battery with the 
ordinance of prayer, cafts up mounts §gainft 
it, giving all diligence, that he may add to 
faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and 
to knowledge temperance, and to temper- 
ance patience, and to patience godlinefs, 
and to godlinefs brocherly-kindnefs^ and to 
brotherly-kindnefs mountain upon moun- 
tain, as the giants did, that at laft ,he may 
fcale heaven. 

When one prefcnted Antipater.king-'of . 
Macedonia with a book that treated bf S^p-*^ 
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pinefsj his anfwcr was, 1 am not at Icifure, 
<* How many arc there that Cannot find 
leiiure to receive the book and word of hap* 
pinefs fe'nt by Chrift to lave their fouJs ?** 

Cato was fo grave and good a marl, that 
none would fin in his prcfence j whence it 
grew a proverbial caveat among them one 
to another, take heed what you do, Cato 
fees you. ** O how fliould we (land in awe 
of the all -feeing eye of God, and fay to our 
own hearts, and one another Take heed, 
for God looks on/' 

It is related of Alexander the great, that as 
he proceeded in the conqucll of the workl, 
coming near fome wife men, and difcourfing 
with them, he gave liberty to thcfe fages to 
afic fome confiderable gifts of him, and af- 
forcd them they (hould obtain- /or alking. 
One of thefe philofophers replied. We defire 
of thee immortality. At which Alexander 
hughingfaid, T cannot give^thatuntamyfeJf^ 
how then can I give it unto you ?- Arc you 
mortal then i fays one of the wife mem I 
am, faid he. Then replied another of them 
to AleJfandeO'Why doft thou then difturb 
the whole world, greedily feeking the -da-' 
minion of it, as if thou was immortal ? 
** How many are fo glued to the pleafures 
and vanities of this world, as if they were 
immortal ? But confidcr it is appointed once 
G 
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fcr all trtn to die, and after death to ap* 
pear in judgment, ^nd wJiat wouki it profit 
a maA if he Ihpuld gain the whole world 
and lofe his owi): fouL"' 

David wiflied he might have died for Ab« 
ialom, £Uch was his love to h'lttu Arfinoe 
interpofed hcrJclf between the murderers 
weapons, font by Ptolemy her brother to 
kill her children. The prHtcan not only 
feeds her young with her own bloody but' 
with invincible conllancy abides the flames 
of fire for their prefervacion. " Chrift is 
that good fhepherd who gave his life for his 
lheep« He is that true pellican who faw the 
wrath of God burning abouthis young ones, 
and xraftJiimfelf into the midft thereof that 
he might quench it. He was delivered for 
our ofience^ and was xaifed again for our 
jjullification, which began in his death, but 
was perfcAed by Jiisxelurre^lion/* 

Sir Thomas Smith, fccretary to Q^ecn 
Elizabeth/ fome months before his death, 
£aid. That it was a great {>ity wtn knew 
not to what end they were hotji into this 
^orld, until tluey were ready to go out 
of.it. 

It is a eonftant cullom among merchants' 
at fea, that when ihey apprehend their Ihip: 
much endangered by a violent ftorm^ fori 
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fear their (hip Should be overladen, and that 
the goods in her fliould occafion the flnking,' 
they throw them overboard, hoping by 
this means to preferve their fhip, and what 
is more precious, the lives of the mariners^ 
and paflVngers. " I wiQi we were as fpiri- 
tually Wife, that we had thcdifcerningfpirit 
when our fouls arc in danger of being over- 
fet by the wealthy cares, and pleakires of 
this world j that we may be more eager ilhaa 
the merchant at fea to part with fheie earth •^ 
ly goods, for fear they (hould endanger the 
finking our fouls in the bottomlefs pit of 
perdition. I pray God we may make a juft 
diftin&ion between earthly and heavciiiy; 
momentary and eternal riches -, that we may^ 
efteem godlinefs the greatell gain, and notf 
make gain of the prctendoa of godlinefs»** 

Friendfliipis anoble thing, Dr Hammond 
ufed to fay, he pitied him that was dedituu 
of a friend,, as a very unhappy peribni By 
converfing with a friend, and communicac- 
kig our fccret affairs to him, our joys are by 
fimpathy increafcd, and our grietS'leffenedi 
Two dear friends fccm to have one foul in 
two bodies, X^hey arc like twins, when one 
dies the other pines away) there is but one 
property between them both, ail their 
gdoiU are in cj.Dnv>n« 
Gv a 
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Alexander diftributing very large gifts, 
was afked what he would keep for himfclf ? 
he anf^ered, hope. " By hope arc we favcd. 
He hath a great deal of good who hath but 
Ip much hope of good, as a good hope*'* 

When Pericles went into the pulpit to 
make orations to the people, he would 
make his pr^^ycr. to the gods, that nothing, 
might go out of his mouth but what might 
be to the purpofe, •* A good example for 
preachers." 

Dr Manton, while he was minifter at 
Covent Garden, was invited to preach be* 
forje the .Lord Mayor and court of Alder- 
men, add the companies of the city ujpon 
fomc public occafion, at St Paul's. The 
doi^lor chofe fome difficult fubjeft, in which 
he had opportunity of difplaylng his judg- 
ment and learning, and appearing to the 
bed advantage. He was heard with the 
admiration and applaufe of the moft intel*^ 
ligent part of the audience ; and was invited 
to dine witi* the Lord Mayor, and received 
public thanks for his performance. But 
upon his return in the evening to Covent 
Garden^ a poor man following him, gently 
plucked him by the flecveof his gown, and 
afked him if he was the gentleman whq 
had preached that ..day belbre the Lord 
Mayor ? he replied he was. Sir, fays he, 
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1^ ctmt with eameft d'cQrcs after- the wora 
of God, and hopes of getting fome good to 
my fouly but I was greatly^ difappointed ; 
for 1 could not uad^rdand a great deal of 
what you faidj you were quite above, me. 
The dodor replied, with tears in his eyes, 
Hrien'd, if I did 'not give you a fermoiy you 
have given. me one i ana by the grac;; or 
Godj I will . never play the fool to preach 
before the Lord Mayor invfucli a manner 
again- , 

Some preachers affcSt rhetorical drains, 
they feek abfurditieSj and love to hoverand 
joar aloft in dark and cloudy expreHions^ 
and fo (hoot their arri>ws over their^ hearers 
heads> . inftead of . battering, theici heai^irs 
hearts. Gay things in a -fermon are onlj? for 
men . to gaaje upon and admire. What arp 
high ftraio^ and iflafties of wit, new minted 
words and-phraleSj.-but like gay weeds and 
blue bottles to good corn ? Truth is likje 
Solomon's fpoufe. All gloripus within. 
She is moft beautiful when, molt nak.ed> as 
Adam was in innoccncy,. ^ 

The cock proved a preacher to P^tcr. ^- 
Pefpife not the minifter, .though never fo 
mean : It is the fooUibnefs of preaching 
that muft bring me;i . to be^av^.n«' ' j Cocks 
call men out. of their beds $ . they ic&nft^ntly 
Veep the law of crowing at fct times that 
G3, 
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nature hath enjoined them; they cry toucf 
and chick aga'mft a? ftoritv: So do faitfhful 
miniftcrs when gatccn upon their battle- 
ments : They clap their own fides firit, 
and then conftantly cM up others* They 
cry alo^jd *and fpafc naty bttt lift up. their 
voice like a trumpet to tell Judah of their 
fins, dfc. The roaring lion of hell trem- 
bleth at their note; and^thc NvcM-ld's Syba- 
]r4tes cannot bear thisir- dilluiiiances^ and 
therefore wifti them banifhed; but wifitom 
is juftified of her childFen* 
«'• ' ' "' ' '^ ' '•. ■ ' * • 

• Alice Driver, martyr, at her examination,, 
put all the dodtdrs to filence, fo that they 
had not a wct^d to fay, but one looked upon 
•aAOth^r; then (he faid. Have yofci iia«mort 
to. fay ? God be honoured, you^be not able 
•^0 refift the fpirit of God:, in nre ^ poor wo- 
'man.'i 1 wds anhoneft poor m^n^fi daughter, 
never brought up in the Univerfity^ as you 
have beeb; but I^ have driven the* pilaugfi 
many a time before my father, I thant God : 
Yci nt^twi-thftanding, in the -defence of 
God's truths and id the caufe of my maft^r 
Chrift, by his grace 1 will fet my foot a- 
.E;ainft the foot ^ dny of you alI,in*Dhcmain- 
t nanc^ and defence of the fame : And if I 
hid a^houfdnd lives, it fhould go for pay^ 
mmiir thereof : 3o the chancellor conder^ne^ 
htf^ and-ibe returned vo the prifon joyfiiU ^ 
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- It was the fad complaint of Atiftln, in 
his time. The tiinlcamcd, faith he, rife up 
and take heaven by violence, and we with 
all our learning are thruft down to hclU 
** It is fad to fee boW many of the rabbies 
of thefe times do make an idol of their partd 
and abilities, and with what an eye of pridey 
fcorn, and contempt, do they gaze upon thofe 
chatwant their parts, and that do n'ot worfbip 
the idol that they have fct up in their own 
hearts. Paul who was the greatefi: do&oc of 
the Gentiles did wonderoufly tianicefnd in all 
parts and abilities, the dodors and rabbio^ 
of our times, and yet how humbly> how ten* 
derly, how fweetly doth he carry himfelf 
:towards the meaneit and weakeft ?" " To the 
weak I became as ^eak, thati might win 
the weak i I am made all things to aU men» 
that I might by all means ifave fomci. If 
.meat make my btothler la offeid,.! wiU 
«at no flelh while , the.worid ftanttethj left I 
make my brother to offend." i\ But alas 1 
how little of this fwee; fpirit is to be found 
iri the doftbrs of ouragci wHo look fourly, 
.and fpeak bitterly Bgainil chofc who do not 
•fee. as they ifte, .nor cannot fpeak a& >they 
fpeaki ^ Sirs; the Spiritx)f the Lord, even in 
•dcfpifcd faints, will be too hard for you, 

• and his appearance in therh, in tkeHb hh 
latter days, wilLjbe fo^&Ji. of -fpiritual beauty 

canc'i glory^ aa that ti^y wih darken thac> 

• which jouvare too apt to toMnt and call y^ur 
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glory. The Spirit of the Lord will not fuf- 
fcr his choiceft jewel grace to be always 
buried under the ftubble of parts and gifts/*^ 

The priiT^itive perfccutors flighted the 
Chriftians foe a company of bad' illitecato 
fellows i and therefore they ufcd to paint 
tlie God of the Chriftians with an afs*siiead 
and a book in his hand, faith TertuUian; to 
fignify, that chough they pretended learning 
yet they were fiHy and ignorant people. 
JBtfhop Jewely in hi& fermon upon JLuki xu 
15. cites this out of Xcrtullian, .and -applies 
it to his times^ Do not our adverfaries the 
like, faith he^ againft: all that profefs the 
gofpel ? Ob, fay tiiey, Who are thofe that 
favoi* this way I- None but fboenaakers^ tay- 
Jors, weavers^ and fuch as never were at the 
Unijsrcrfity : Thefe ar^ the. biihop's: own 
words. Biftiop White faid in open court. 
That the Puritans wer& all accompany. o£ 
blockheads; 

, 'Luther had a very famous (Ibry, in his 
writing upon the fourth coaimandment : In 
the time of the coiincil of Conftance, he 
tells you of two cardinals, that as they 
were riding to the council they faw a fhep« 
herd in the field weeping, one of them be- 
ing aflFe£ted with it, rode up to him to cona.« 
.forchim^ and coming near to him, defired to 
know the reafiui of his weeping j the fhep* 

Digitized by Google 



( 8i ) 

herd was unwilling to tell him at firft, but 
at laft he told him, faying, I looking upon 
this toad, confidered that I never praifed 
God as I ought, for makin'g me fuch an 
excellent creature as a man, comely and rea<^ 
fonable. I have not blefled him that he 
made me not fucK a deformed toad as this. 
The cardinal hearing this, and confidering 
that God had done far greater things for 
him than for this poor (hepherd, he fell 
down dead from hi^nouies his fervants* 
lifting him up, and bringing him to the 
city, he came to life again^ and then cried 
out, O faint Auftin I bow truly didft thou 
fay, the unlearned rife and take heaven by 
force, and we with all our learhmg wallow 
in flcfh and bloods *^ Men ffaould not 
glory in what they have received, but give 
gtory for what they have received ; not 
only the talent, but the improvement of the- 
talent is to be attributed to God,** " Lord, 
thy pound hath gained tcft pounds," Luke' 
xix. 1 6. ** not only faith to work, btitthe- 
work of faith ; not only grace, but the aft- 
ings of grace is to be attributed to the 
glory of Godj and not to the power or praife 
of man. 

At the council of Nice, 'there-were three 
hundred and eighteen bilhops, and by the 
fubtlety of a phiiofopher, difpating a'gainlt 
«he marriage of mioifters, they generally 
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/oted againft it^ that thofe that were Tingle 
ihoij]d not marry : Ac length up ftarts Pa^ 
phutiusy a plain Chriftianj and in the name 
of Chrift, with the naked word of God^, he 
pleaded againft them all in that cafe; ar>d 
God fo wrought^ by his arguments^ that he 
convinced the three hundred and eighteen 
bi(hops> and carried the caufe againd them; 
yea, and fo convinced the philofopher of 
his error> that before all he freely con^efled 
it. As long, £uth he> as words were only 
prefTedj 1 could repel words with words;; 
but what is weak man to wiihftand the word 
of God ? I yield. Lam conquered. " Weak 
Chriltians may be of fingular ufe to the 
ilrongeft ; thofe that know moft may be in^ 
ftruftcd even from the weakcft faints/* 

Erafmus, in one of hJs epiftleSj mention* 
a ftory of the devil's lifting up one of his. 
creatures to the top of a chimney in the 
town of Shiltach in Germany, that at the 
turning of a pot which he put into hec. 
handV the whole town might be fct on fire,- 
The ignorant people of thofe times fent for 
two pricfts. to lay down the Gucfcd fpiric 
with their charms, and to quench thofe in^ 
tended flames with their holy water j but 
the devil could foon anfwer,. that he feared 
not their threatening words, when one of 
them was an adulcerer, anJ both of them 
thieves. «* The wifcft charms from tUC 
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Aiouth of a loofc-livcr will little prevail to 
caft the devil out of his ftrong pofleffion of 
a fiRner's hearu 

Bellarminc telleth of an imiverfity, where 
thoie, who were to proceed to do6):ors> had 
certain hard queftions given them torefolve^ 
and twenty-four hours allowed them to 
(hidy for their anfwer> and according to the 
refolution they gave, they were either to re- 
ceive their degree with honour and applaufe, 
or to be fent away with Ihame -, and thofe 
probationers as he obferveth, would for 
that time fequcfter themfelves from com* 
pany, fliut up themfelves in their ftudy, 
Icarce allowing themfelves time to eat or 
fleep, fpending the whole time in ftudying 
$o refolve thofe queftions* •* The time we 
iiere fpend^ whether longer or Ihorter, is 
given us by God to provide for our ever- 
>afting condition i and feeing upon the irn«« 
prbvemcnt of this time dependeth an eter- 
nity, either of bltfs or woe, what manner of 
perfons ought we to be ? How careful to 
pafs the time of our fojourning here f ** 



It is fiiid of prince Hefwy, that when^i ^ 
on his fick^bed he was told that the fms of 
the people brought that affliftion on him^ 
Oh no, fays he, I have (ins enough of my 
own to be the ca^fe of jt. '^ So ftould me 
all confefs. When God affli£ts any national 
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^i?4fi?incpt upon tts, s^s plague, famine, war, 
or the .IjkfJj c^b: Chriftian Ihouid fay. It 
is my fins in^ particular wbjch have pro- 
voked God's anger, and poffibly more my 
£ns than any others i for SL man may better 
know the wickednefs of his own heart than 
pf pthcrs* ' And it is the beft and fafeft 
rule to walk bjr, to b^ fever.e and rigid in 
|udging.oui felv.es, an4 to be very meek and 
charitable to our bethren/' 

<• 
^ Mercury being tp make a garment for 
%h€ mppn* a? pni? faith, could never fit her,^ 
but either the g^rmept^wpuld b^ too big or 
too lictlf, by rejafop ihe was always increaf* 
ing or dccre^ngt " May not this be ap« 
plied to the vain curiofity of too, too many 
profeflbrs ip ^hefe days, whofc curiofity 
about their cloaths cap pever be fatisfied." 

The Italian proverb is,^e that will lodge 
well at nighr, mpft (^t out early aixi take 
tip his inn betin)f«w ^^' We cannot begin 
too foon tp fet opward upon our journey 
toward the New Jcrufalcm." The Jews 
tell of Ben Syra, when a child, that he beg* 
ged of his marter to inftrufl: him in the law 
of God, who deferred it, and put him off, 
faying, he was too young yet to enter into 
divine myftericsi then he replied. But 
maikr, I have been in the church yard, and 
perceive by the graves which I have laia. 
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tlown on and meafuredy and find Ihorter 
than myfelfj that many have died younger 
than I am, and what (hall I do then ? and 
if I ihould die before 1 have learned the law 
of God, what would become of me then» 
mafter ? '« The conGderation of our Ihort 
life (hould caufe us to make hafte to learn 
to know and ferve God^ and to think we 
cannot begin to ftudy that leflbn too Ibbn, 
that can never be fearned too welK^' 

Auftin writing upon John, tells a ftory of 
a certain man, that was of an opinion that 
the devil did make the By, and not God ; 
faith one to him. If the devil made flies^ 
then the devil made worms, and God did not 
make them, for they are living creatures as 
well as flies* True, faid he, the devil did 
make worms j but faid the other. If thd 
devil did make worms, then he made birds, 
beaft§, and men; he granted alh *' Thus 
*by denying God in the fiy, he came to deny 
God in man, and to deny the whole creation/* 

' What do I here, faid Monica, Auftin^s 
mother, when (he had heard an excellent dtf* 
courfe of the incomparable jovs of heaven i 
f^ What d6 we here, fay I, poringand lofing ^ 
our tirtie about earthly things, who are in^- 
vited to heavenly ? What do ye, I will tell 
you, like the y<iung man at Athens, who , 
fell in love with the image of.good fortunef 
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' an elegant -ftatue that ftood in the Senate- 
houfe^ and becaufe he could not obtain ic 
for his wife of the Senate^ to whom he com- 
mended hisfuitj fet a crown^ a garland of 
flowers upon the head of it^^ and put a rope 
about his own neck» and fo died : And thef 
are not like to make much the better match, 
who dote upon the glory of the world, 
fcarce a piflure^ a counterfeit^ s, ihadow of 
true happincfs." 

A Jewifii 4'abbi prellVng the»pra6bice of 
repentance upon his difciplesj exhorting 
<hem to be fure to i>^pent the day before 
they died ; one <af ^hem replied^ That the 
dayof any .man's death is very uncertain ; re- 
pent therefore every day» faid the rabbi, 
and then -you ^all he fure to repent the 
day before you die. 

It is beuer to have a fore than a feared 
confcieDce, It is better to have no hearty 
than a ,hacd heart ; no mind than a blind 
mind.. 

It is a heavy plague to have a fat body 
and .a lean foul ; a houfe full of gbldj and a 
heart full of fin. 

Jerome tells a ftory of a Chriftian foldier, 
whom, when the pretor could not by any tor- 
ments remove from Chriftianity, he com- 
manded him to be laid on abed in a pleafant 
' garden, among the flourifhing and fragrant 
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flowers J which donr, all others withdrawing^ 
a moft beautiful harlot cametohim> aiidirfed 
all art to dcftroy his foul ; but the Chriftian 
ibldicr, being filled with the royafr gifts of 
the fpirit, bit off his tongue with his'teeth> 
and fpit ft in her face as Ihe was tenmpting 
him, and fogotthe viftory over all her ten^- 
cations. *• The precious favors God con* 
fers upon his, malce them temptation proof] 
they make believers trample upon the mofl: 
amiable baits. How can I do this great 
wickednefs^ and' fin againft God i fays Jb^ 
feph. Jofeph's fenfe of Potiphar's favors 
heaped upon hind, ftrengthened him agalnfl: 
the imprudetvt foiicitations of his wantoit 
mtftrefs. And ihalinot the (kiguUr favors 
that God confers upon hts people ftrengtften 
thcm^ againftSatan*S»affauks i** 

Socratesr ipeaks o^' two young men that 
flung away their 4!>elts,. when being in an 
idol's temple,, the luftrating water fcU upon 
diem, detefting,,faith the hiftorian, the gar- 
ment fpo«cd by the flcfti. 

There are ftories of heathens that Would 
not look>upon beauiiesi left they (houlxi be 
enfnared; 

Democritus plucked out his own eyes to 
avoid the danger of uncleannefs. 



^' 



They fay when Hercules drew up Cer- 
berus- trom hell, he led him/m a chaw, and 
H a 
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he went quiftly till he came to the horizoDj 
and faw the peeping of the light -, but then 
he pulled fo ftrongly/ that he had liked to 
have pulled the conqueror and all back 
again. ^' It is iad when men- had rather 
live in . darknefs, and die in darWnefs, and 
go to hell in darknefs, than they will fee 
the lights enjoy the lights and walk in the 
light. Many fret at the light of God^sword; 
and at thofe who bring ic» as the Ethiopians 
once a year fokmnly curfe the fun. Such 
fouls (land in much need of pity and prayer/' 

Aridippusj though but a heathen, went 
of his own accord to ^fchines his enemy, 
and faid. Shall we never be reconciled^ till 
we become a table-talk to all the country ? 
And when ^fchines anfwered^ he wouldmoft 
gladly be at peace with him. Remember then, 
faid Ariftippus, that though I were the elder 
and better man, yet I fo •j;ht firft unto thee. 
Thou art indeed, faid iEfchines, a far bet- 
ter man than 1 ; for I began the quarrel^ 
but thou the. reconcilement. " My prayer 
ihall be> that this heathen may not rife in 
judgment againft the flourifhing profefTors 
of our times; who whet their tongues like a 
fword, and bend their bows to ihoot their 
arrows^ even hitter words." 

The Athenians had a conceit, that Mi- 
nerva, their goddcfs, drove all their ill 
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counfels to a happy ifluc. The fuperftitious 
Romans thought chat an idol which they 
called Vibilia, kept them from erring out 
of their way. ^** Tvhe divine providence is 
our Vibilia^ that will not fuff^r us to mii^ 
oanry, fo long as we have an eye to the pat- 
tern that was ihewedus on the niount/* 

It was the honour of Vefpafian, That hfe 
was mor& ready to conceal the vices of "his 
friends than their virtues. ** Surely there 
is much o^ God in that fotil^ that is upon a 
gofpel account more careful and (kiltul to 
conceal the vices of - weak faintSy than their 
virtues. Many in^thefe days do juftly incur 
the cenfure which- that four philofopher 
paft upon .gammarians^ That they were bec^ 
ter. acquainted with the evil of Ulyflcs than 
with their own/* 

I haveknown a good old man, faith Bi?r- 
nard, who when henad heard of any that had 
committed feme notorious offence, av^s ufed 
to fay with himfelf. He fell to-day, fo may 
I to-morrow. *« Let him that thinkcth he 
ftandcth take heed left he fall." 

It is reported of one, that he was- l<>lufty 

and quarrclfome, that he was ready to fight 

with nis^own image faoft^n aS'te fa^ it in 

a.glal^ -• ** Let us fall- o^t^vich out fins, 

H 3 
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the foots that deface the image of God m 
Uft t But God fbrbidj that any fhould pick a 
quarrel with the glafs of God's word^ by 
which wc may drefs ourfelves to perfefbion 
of beauty. Socrates^ who commendeth the 
ufe of a glafa to all forts, as if the friend ia 
i^ gave faithful couofel in all cafes: Arc 
thou beautiful and comely i Cave m animi 
improhiiatt corpus tuum debonefits :: Art thou 
homely and deformed i Fac ut animus vir* 
Me corpus /mm confecret. Ait thou fair } 
4ake heed thy body be not like an Egyptian 
.temple^ (bitely without, but having within a 
^Ibul as black as a gipfy with vice Art thou 
foul? See that thy foul within make amends 
for thy body without,, being like a rich pearl 
in a rudefliell.*' 

Mod true is this of this glafs, which of 
aU , other, knows not how to flatter y an(l 
who know^ whether there be not that virtue 
in this divine fpeculation, to reftore a man 
to himfelf^ as he that was transformed into 
. aa afs> returned to his own (hape> when be 
came to behold hifnfelf in a glafs, the 
ftrength of the charnri being wholly evacu- 
ated. 

Then let us behold ourfelves here in this 
glalst if not i^ftlir we arc, at leaft what we 
ought to be. 

A painter who was efteemed a good artift, 
being ^^ why he painted foflowlyi be 
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anfweredt I paint for eternity. " If w6 
did confidcr our eternity of happinefs or 
mifery depends upon the well or ill fpend- 
ing our time herej ve fhould then take 
greater care of our a£tion9» and not haftily 
comply with Satan's temptations to com« 
mit fin/' 

Luther very boldly told hU patron and 
proteftor, the eleftor of Saxony^ That he 
by his prayers gained him more help and 
f^eguard than he received from him ; and 
that this caufe of Chrift needeth not the 
help of maa id carry it oo^ but the power of 
God fet at work by the prayer of faith/ And 
this way> faith he> 1 will undertake to fecure 
your highnefs's foul» body> and eftate, en« 
gaged in the caufe of the goTpeU from what* 
foevcr danger orr difaftcr^ whether your 
highnefs believe me herein or not» . 

Prayer is tflfe key of the day, and lock of 
the night. And we ffaould tyery day begin 
and end, bid ourfelvcs good- morrow ahd 
good-night with prayer. Thiii will make 
our labour profperows and our reft fweet. 
Jacob is faid to wrcftJe with God by a 
mighty continued earoeftnefs in prayer, and 
9t laft as a prince he prcvaUed. It i^ law- 
. ful to take heaven by fuch a holy violence ; 
and it is a modeft and commendable impu- 
dence, witl^ a ftrong and zealous importu- 
i.my to bc^ mercy of tkc. God. of m^cy. 
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The fcripturc fays. Pray continually ; tfTat 
is, that we ought not to ■ be difcompofed 
with paflion, or the affairs of the worldi 
but that we may be always in^ a praying ca* 
pacity. Good Mr Dod was ufcd to fuy. 
That he was. in a fad condition that had.a 
hard heart and could not pray« . 

They that. looW towardid the earth only, 
are but equivocal men j men in name, but^ 
not in mind, to ufe the words of Chryfo- 
ftomc : Por what is" there even in our na- 
ture wbioh doth ^ not lift' us tip to God : The 
frame andfabric of our bodies fo uprightr^ 
that it cpmpels us to tread^ to trample upon 
the earth, to look up to. heaven, .and for 
this purpofe anatomtfts obferve, tharbefides 
*four mufcks to- the eyes, common to us 
with brute creatures, ther6 is > a peculiar 
one in man's to lift it upward ; the head 4s 
therefore round, a fit feat for the niind, and 
withal^ that it may be put inr mind to think . 
upon heaveny whence it isi and whereof the. 
figure is a^refemblancci the heart is both 
. a triangle and a. pyramis ;. a triangle, be**- 
caufe the world cannot i'atisfy< it, no more 
than a round can fill a triangle, but there 
will be empty corners ft»ll, .only theblefied 
trinity can fill the capacity . of ahe heart, 
whofe palace and chamber of prefence it 
fhouki be, according to the initial letters of 
the Latin word' <^r>^which makes camcHa 
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.OmHipoifHtisRigU, thediamberof the Omnt- 
pocent Rulcr^ as fome have fer ioufly Qbferved> 
and an invented pyramts» narrow bdowj al«« 
moft fharpened to a points that tt might 
touch the earth no more than needs mufl^ 
Ma infmi£i$^ \n Jerome's. phrafe> the wholc^^ 
(lands m a narrow pointy and broad above 
to receive the influence of heaven. 

The rabbins 'al(b have obfervedj that 
there be juft fo Vnanjr bones in a man's bod]r» 
as there be letters in the decalogue^ and 
juit fo many joints aM membert as there are 
days in the year^ teaching us to offer np 
a double holocauft of all our ftrengch» and 
all our time^ wholly to God» in the obedience 
of his commandmems* 

And the whole man is Moetfa plauia, a 
tree turned upfide down^ as the philofophei 
hath noted long ago, whofe roots are to* . 
wards heaven^ from whence it derived all the 
fap and juice of grace, which makes the 
branches towards earth flouriihing, and be 
fruitful in good works. ** My well-doing 
extends not unto thee, faith the Pfalmiftt 
but unto the faints that do excell in virtue.'' 

It IS faid of Tiberius, that whilft Aiiguf^ 
tus ruled, he was no W2^y tainted in his re- 
putation I and that while Drufus and Ger^ 
manscus were alive, he feigned thofe vir^ 
tues which he had not, to maintain a good 
opinion of himfclf in the hearts ixf the peo^ 
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pie;, but after he had got himfelf out of the 
seach of concradidtion ^and controlment, 
there was no fa£fc in which he was not facilty^»> 
no crime t6 which he was not accefi&ry;. 
•' My prayer fhall J>e that Tiberius's fpiric 
may not be found in any of our rulers^ left it 
prove their ruin, as it didJiis ; and that where 
ever it is, it may be detecSledj, loathed and 
cjededr fo that neither the (Vate nor our fouls 
may be ruined by itj*' ^c. ' 

* Theifoul hatb its maladies as well as the 
body; and fuch that. for their likencfs ta 
them, do often borrow their names from 
them. Fride is a tympany, avarice a drop- 
fy, fecurity a lethargy, luft a calenture^ 
apoftacy an eptli^fy. J^nd yet, though 
thefe names of bodily difeafes dp happily 
ierve to point and Ihadow out the nature of 
^iritual, how wide is the difference betweea 
the patients of the one and of the otheri in 
regard of thofe qualities which.,may difpofd 
them for a cure and recovery out of them ^ 
In the difeafes of the body, it matters not 
whether <he patient know the ^amex>f his 
difeafe, or underftand the virtue of the me- 
dictnes which are prefcribcd, or be able to 
judge of the increafe, height, and declina^ 
cbn of his diftemper by the beating of his 
pulfe ; thic \yhole bufinefs is managed by the 
care and wifdom of the phyfician, who often 
times conccals^he 'danger on purpofct ieli 
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fear and fancy fhould work more than his 
phyfic, and hinder the benefit of what he 
appHes. But in the maladies of the foul, it 
is ^r ocherwife ; the firft ftcp into fpiritud 
health is a diftinA and clear infight of fin, 
fuch which makes men to underftand the 
plague of their own hearts. Chrift heals by 
light as well as by^influence ; he firft con- 
^inceth them of fin, and then gives thepar«> 
don I he difcoyers the difeafe to them, and 
then adminifters the medicine. Ignorance 
4s a bar to the welfare of the ibul> though 
-not of the body, and makes the divine re- 
medies to^ have as little cSc& upon it as 
purges oV cordials have upon theglafles in* 
to which they are put. It is Solomon's 
percmptoryVconclufion, that a foul without 
knowledge' is not good, nor indeed can be, 
becaufe it wants a principle, which is as ne- 
ceflary> to goodnefs as a vifive power is to^ 
the eye to enable it to difcern its objeft^ 
How can he ever value holineis who under- 
ftands not what fin is ? or defire a faviour 
who hath no fenfe of his need ? O therefore, 
jblefled Lord, do thou daily more. open my 
eyes, that I may ice myfelf to be among the 
finners, and not among the righteous i a^ 
mong the fick, and not among the whole, 
th^c fo I may be healed by thee, who canieft 
not to call the righteous byt finners to re- 
pentance« 
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St John the i^mftle coming to a pUce 
DearEj^efusinhisYifiucion of the churchesi 
lie efpied a youth of a comely {hape and 
pre|g;nant parts, and taking hold of hinij, 
delivered him to the bilhop of the place^ 
-with this charge^ which he repeated over 
and over, I commend this perfbn to thee to 
-be looked to widi all care and diligence, 
and that indie prefence of Chrift and the 
church. The bifliop undertook the charge, 
received the youno; man into bis houfe, in- 
ftru6ked him, and at laft baptifed him: 
Then he thoughthemightremitalittleofthe 
ftriftneis of his care ^ but the young maf , 
alasl making an ill ufe of his liberty, fell 
into bad company, by who(e arts and fnares 
he was feduced inco ways of riot and wick* 
edne^ till defpairing of all hope of pardon 
fr&m God, he let himfelf loole to all manner 
of vice and extravagance $ and agreeing 
with his confederates, they combined them- 
selves into a fociety of hi^waymen, and 
made him their captain, who quickly be- 
came as far beyond the reft in fiercenefs and 
crudty, as he was in power and authority « 
St John, upon occafion,, returning fomc 
while after to the fanne place, auer he had 
di^atched his other bufinels, required from 
the bilhop the pledge he had left with him *, 
who wondcri'ngy and not. knowing what he 
meant j I mean, faid St. John, the young 
man, it is the foul of my brother that I 
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irquire. The old man^ with a ckje^cd look 
and tears in his cjrcs, anfwdrcd, He is dead ^ 
and being demanded by what kind of deaths 
anlwered, ,He-Js dead to God^ for, alas t 
he is become a villain, and inftead of the 
church is fled with his companions to the 
ntK>untains to be a thief and a robber. The 
good apoftle> rending his doaths, arid*b<e- 
wailing that he had ib ill betruft^d the foul 
of his brother, immediately called- for a 
horfe and guide, and made hafte to the 
mountains; where being taken by thole who 
ftood ceminel, he defired to be brought be- 
fore their captain, who flood ready armed 
at a diftance; but as foon as he perceiv- 
cd that it was St John that was coming to« 
wards htm, he began to be afhamed, and to 
. run as ^ft to he could. • The apoftle, not 
regarding his own age and weaknefe, fol* 
lowed alter fiim with all his might; and 
when his legs could not overtake him, he 
feat thefe pailionate ex<:lamations after him^ 
Why, Oh my fool doftthou fly from thy^ 
aged and unarmed father i Tkkt pity of 
me, and fear not, there is yet hope ol falva- 
lion for thee. I will undertake with Chrifl: 
for thee; if need be, I will freely undfl^o 
death for thee, as our Lord did for us, and. 
lay dow« my own life to ranfom thine; only 
ftay and believe me, fori am fent by Chrjft. 
With that he ftaid, and with a dejefted 
look, throwing away hh urns, he trembted 
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aged apoftle with all poffible cxpreffions of 
forrow and lameiitation, asif^gain baptifed 
\fUh his own tears, St John alTured hirn 
he had obtained his pardon of Chrift; and, 
having fafted apd prayed M^ith him, and for 
him, and with all the;^ns of coofolation re-. 
fi^(|5} his Shattered and difcot\folate mind» 
brought him into, md TcilOi*ed hini to the 
church. 

, St Auguftinp ,ieUsqs M«rbat infinite pains , 
hift:rnothcr Mo(niea-tQok abovt th^ convcr-. 
ifOBrOf her hufband Pairigiw** jiow unwca- 
rjedly fl>e fought to endear, herfclf 'to him^ 
by all the arts of a merk, prudent, andfobcr 
<;arriage.i hQW fubmiflivefy flxe complied 
with .his rigofqtis and VAtoward humours, 
bow diiigei)tly ihe wJ^Khcd . the apteft 
minutes of in&nti^tion^ never leaving till at 
laft (he :gaincd himo^er tothc faiih. Nor 
was her care and folicitud^ lefs for her fon 
AuguiliAe, ^bo being hurried away, with 
the lewdnc%of. youth, and entangled with 
the impieties of the Manichean hercfy^ was 
the hourly fubje<5l of her prayers and tears, 
$.hl||)lit;id hii^ withdaiiycbUnfels and intrca- 
ties, implored the hetpand afliftance of good 
j^nen, and importuned heaven for the fuc- 
cefs of all ; not beij^ at\le to gain any quiec 
lo her trind, till gt Anahrofe, with whom 
ihe had often advijfed tbout.it, fent her away 
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with this sflumnce^ That it was not p^ffiDle 

. that a child of fo many tears (hould pcrifh. 
No footer was his coflverft.on wrought, but 
hrr ipirit was at eafcj and ihe now defirred no 

..rfnore. 

St Auguftine ^Ifo reports df His mother 
Monica, that as often as her children dJd 
comnnit fin againft God, fo often j(hc did is 
it were, travaH in birth of them again. 
Every evil import fbe heard of them, did 
feem to caufe new pangs and throw^. 

^* Thus, it is with good pareTits, who con- 
ceive Ic. better for their children never to 
have been bom, than not to be born again. 

•-They ar^b fo paffionately Concerned for the 
eternal ^^Ifare of thein fouls, that when 
they hav^ tak^n pains to inftrudb them with 

:good principles, and given them good ex- 
amplesji if they chance to be feduoed by 
lewd and^ vicious company, it caufes more 
grief and forrowto them, thiin their mo- 
thers had in bringing them forth ; the la* 
bour and afili£tion of the mind much tran* 
fcenx^g-the pain and travail 4(f the body. 

•The pain of the bovly is but the body of 
pain i but the forrow of the foul, is the foal 
of forrow*." # 

Bartolus writes of Dr Gabriel Nele, that 

by tMe only motion of the lips, without any 

- uttcrance,"hc undcrftbodall men, perceived 

and read ia every man's countenance whac 
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lie mcant^ €ff^. " But none can certainly 
know the thoughts of man but God alone. 
It is bis royalty to know what is 16 man/' 
John iii 25. 

I ft this worW as real Chriftians we arc 
engaged in a fpiritual warfare, the flefti 
warring againft the fpiritj fometimes one 
prevails, fometinjcs the other. But let us 
conifort ourfclvesi we fight under Chriftfs 
banner, he is the captaio of our falvation; 

. and therefore in fuch a war, we may joyfuf^y^ 
hope to obtain viftory over the lufts of the 

.fleflij by the afilftance.of. God's gracious, 
fpirit.^ Let us confider then how blame- 
worthy thofe are, who are ib far irom con- 
tending, that they wUiingly yield \ and are 
fo far from 6ghti;ng in. a. good caufe, that 
they bafely deliver chemfelvcs^ up priibners 
wiihoujt ftriking one (Iroke; fo far from rc- 
fifting, thac they tempt temptations to tempt 
thevn,, in this fupplying the place of the 

-great temptcr,xhe devil, until they. arc juflly 
given ovei; to a reprobate fenfe, finning 
with delight and greedine&j drinking ini- 
quity like water, and living and dying with 
c^urate hearts and feared confctences.. 
From which fad judgmenr,^ good Lord 
deliver us, 

I have read that. a frown of Queen Eliza- 
beth killed Sir Chrifkopher Hatton, the Lord 
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CijanccMorofEngland. •' What then wiH 

the frowns of the king. of nations da? If 
the rocks rend, the mountains melt, and the 
(bundations of the eanh trembk under' his 
wrath- How will the ungodly finner apl- 
p^r when he comes in all his royal glory, to 
take vengeance on jail that knew him not^ 
and that obeyed not his glorious gofpeli'' 

Binacer, when he had heard our Saviour's 
ftrmon upon the movmt, faid, Either this is 
not gofpeU jor m^c are not Chriftrans« Oar 
Saviour afked wba touched him when the 
multitude, preircd about hihn : Many throng 
about Chrift in. profeflfion, and . a form of 
godlinefs ; but few couch him ^o draw any 
virtue from-himj, ^nd power of godlimfs. 
Many bear the name of Chriftians to their 
judgmmt. afid carudftnnation, not to their 
falvation and remedy, to whom we may fay, 
AS Alexandccdid to a foldier>,who was caU 
led Alexander by iiis name, but played the 
jcoward oftcni cither fight, better, either live 
better^ or elfc prc6imc not to wfurpthe gloi* 
rious name* Many fly to that of the J^ws, 
The temple of the Lord 1 The temple of 
fbe Loid ! and think, to take fandtuary 
m^d fave themidvcs there from all danger; 
^ tb^ Jews fable^ thac Og the king of Ba- 
ihao cfcaped the flood by.riding aftride on 
fh^arkwithputi.tliojiighchcy never enter,. 
as if they thought with Marti us^ that they 
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C9uld not)r pofTibly be condemned withm 
fighc of the capitol^ the temple. 

In thchiftoryof the woridj cncompaffed 
by Sir Francis Drake, it is recorded, that in 
a certain ifland to ihe fouthward of Celebes^ 
among the trees^ night after night did re« 
prefent themfelves an infinite number of 
fceming fiery worms, flying in the air, whofe 
bodies were not larger than a common fly, 
making a ihew and giving fuch a light as il 
every twig on each treejiad been a lighted 
candle, or as if that fpot,. upcm which the 
trees ftood, had been the itarry (phere. 
'^ This was but an appearance i no-more is 
that of hypocrites, who put on the outward 
appearance of religion;, but whofe hearts 
are full of evil, having only the form 4)f 
godlinefsi but ftrangers. t^icthe power of it^'^ 

Anaxagoras being afked whether be cared 
not for his country, with the ruin whereof 
he (eemed to be little moved ; yes, faid he^ 
there is none of you that cares morethan I do 
for my country, pointing with his finger up 
to heaven, asxhough heaven was his coun* 
try : And fo it is with a Chriftian indeed j 
for if the propofition of the philofopher be 
true, that is our country where we have the 
^ btft fare and enteruinment, then his con« 
clufion is infalUblCj therefore heaven is my 



d by Google 



( «03 > 

cbuntiy, without whiclr I cannot live wel)'^ 
for there is a plenty of all good things* Let 
then the philofopher comfort himfclf that 
He was not banKhed (though out of his 
country), and that he was not confined to 
any place^ like a fnail in her (keU, becaufe 
he was a free Denizen, and a citizen of the 
world ', the Chriftian is not afhamed tocon* 
fefs the whole world's liberty to- be but a 
banilfament to him^ who ts but a pilgrim 
in a Itrange land here, becaufe he is a frro 
Denizen, and citizen of heaveti. 

He ftays in the world, as in fome more 
free and noble prifon, where you muft par* 
don him if he cannot be in love with his 
fett^Sj thougb perhaps of gold. He is in 
the body as a. child in the womb, in a walk* 
ing fepulchre, his delivery from thence ihall 
be his nativity,, from whraee he means to 
begin the account bf the term of his life : 
T9 live with God is the only life i to reign 
with Chrill, the only liberty, according to 
that of Simeon, ••Now letteft thy fervant 
depart," fo that the body is as the bridewell 
and prifon of our life, as Bafil interprets it, 
this is that he fighs and breathes after. 
^' Woe is me that 1 am eonftrained to dwell 
in Meihech : I defire to be difiblved and be 
with Chrift ^ come Lord Jefus, come quick- 
ly : How long Lord?*' Chrift wa$ born in 
an inn, to teach him to make the world but 
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^ thoroQ^hfare^ wBera if he mkes his reft^ 
yet he muft not fee up his icft, ^ 

Let oaman fsiy, rairkiA»ftinc,«whai:. lad- 
ders or engines: fliall 1 ciimb op. to. heaven 
by? ifao^ aTcendeft jby.lovci Aandiog' tin* 
earth) thou art'iji heaven if thy }ove:beplac* 
ed upon God. Itia reported oFAndcew the 
apoftlei that being taxed by' ibme of the 
heathens that he did qot love their gods ; 
be replied^ Let. me feewhethler your gods 
can make fufkajheaven^ and fijch an earth, 
aiid ^o as much.for me aa^iGod hath done, 
^^ When . temporal things begin to fteal 
away oar Ipye, we ihould confider whether 
they doj. or .cAn fo much deferve our love as 
iieavealy tl^iigSi tf not, .we flsoukl leferve 
pur loi¥< for ithe. things thai are moftwiU'tfay 
of it), we ihouJid gariier up thofe fcattered^ 
piecea pf love difperfcd anoongft fo many> 
feveral thiogSj and pl^ce all upon heaven ^ 
and heavcnJy things*" 

X^t^np manfay, who ihall^ive me Elits's ^ 
chaiiot, in which I may rtoount up to .hca^ 
vcn> here needs no cheU)g^> <^ .pla/ce> hue a . 
phange of, niind, .which may lift iifelf 
up to heaven,, whik. the body lies upon the 
earths as Abraham went invp. the mounts 
while the fervants Md aiita ftaid belo:W ia 
■ the valley* 
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It was a common faying at Conftantino« 
ple» That it was betur che fun (houkl noc 
fhine, than that Chryfoftom Ihould not 
preach. 

I have read of one that faid. If he fliould 
meet a preacher and an angel together, he 
would firlt falute the preacher, and then the 
angel afterwards. •* If you do not give the 
faithful minifters of the gofpel ^honourabk 
countenance, Jcwi, Turks, Papifts, and Pa- 
. gans, will in the great day of account rife up 
againft you, and contemn you/* The Gre- 
cians ufcd to give far greater refpeft and 
honour to their philofophers than to their ora^ 
cors,btcaufe that thi?ir oratot$ didotily teach 
them to fpetfk well, but their philofophcfs 
did teach them to live well. What honour 
then is due to them that do teach you to 
fpeak well, ^nd to live well j how to be 
happy hercj and hoew to be blefled here* 
after. ; 

• A Dutch rfiartyr, who calling to the 
•judge that haid fentenced him to the firt?, 
defiiTd him to lay his hand upon his heart ; 
and then alkedf hini whofe heart did mod 
bear, his oi^ his own ? Many of the mar- 
tyrs wt*nt wnh as good courage to q\c as to 
dine. Cromwci going to his death, cat an 
hearty breakfaft. Ridley called it his- wed^ 
ding-day*. And anothcr>xlafping the ftakc 
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he was burned at» faid^ Wekomc dioir 
fweec crQis of Chrift, 

Socrates and Theodorct tell us of one 
Theodorus, a martyr, put to extreme tor- 
ments by Julian the apoftate> and difitiBTed 
again by him^ when be faw him unconqucr- 
able« kufiinus tells us, th^t he met 'with 
this martyr a long time after this trial, and 
aiked him^ Whether the pitin h« felt vias 
not unfufferabfe? Hfce , wfwejtedr That at 
firft ic was ibn^what grievous r but zktr a 
. while, there feemed to ftand by him a young 
man in'white^ who, with a foft and con)- 
. fortabk handkeircbief^ . wipe4 off the fweit 
efhi% bo4y (which thr<>!ugh . extreme pakr 
and angUiih was little ^efsthw blood} and 
bade hlm> be of good the^r* Infemuch as 
. that it was rather a t>unifl»pei^t than a plea^ 
• fure to him to he takei> qff th^ rack : When 
.the tormentors had. don <> thf Apgel was 
gone. 

Iii^,th«iday of tfey prcfent grfeain[ds,.for* 
,g6t not |hy . forrper meaonefs*. Humbk 

Jacob,, io the d^y of his profgicritx remefn" 
•bers his foniidr poverty ; *•• With, my ftaff 
. I pafl<d,6ycr Jprdani and i>ow \ am b^CQUJe 
,t\vjo, b^^d*." iVnd fo David in h^^ prc^lpij* 

rity r^^^mbercd that his; 0)ee{^ boob> wgs 
.chi^nged into^^ fccptrca, and his feat, of . t^tf 

intfl a royaA throne.. Andwhcn jofeph.wf^ 
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a-foy^l favorite; be remembe^d that he had 
been an imprifoned (lave* • * • 

PrimiQaus, the firft king of Bohemia, 
kept bis country flioes at^^ays by him, to 
remember from wh^rtce he was raifi?d^ 

Agathocles^ by thefurniuire'6f his table,- 
confeft that from ^ potter he was raifed to 
be king of Sicily* : ^ . : \ 

It was a prudent fpeech of that Italian 
king Taxilcs, to. the i^ vadmg Alexander 9 
What fliould we need, faid he, to -fight and- 
niake war one with another, if thou comeit 
not CO take away our water; and our necef « 
faries by which we muft livfe : As for other 
goods, if I am. richer than thou, I am ready 
to give thee of mine; and if 1 have lefs, I 
will not think fcorn ra thank- (hee if thou 
wilt give me fome of thine. ** Proud Ab- 
falem cannot be content tp be thj^fj^ing-* 
fon, unleft he may have the crown prefent- 
]y frorn his father's head, 'Caefar can abide 
no fuperiorj nor Pompey aa equal, A 
proud man is content with r^pthing." 

A crown could not content Ahab, buthe 
muft have Naboth^s vincyardi though he 
fwrm to it in blood* Diogenes had more 
content with i^is tub to ihelter him from the 
injuries of the weather, and' with his wood^ 
en difh to* eat and drink In, than Alexander 
h^ with the conqucft of half the world ; 
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atid the fruition of all the trcafureis,.p}cji- 
furcs tnd glories of Afu. ' 

< • ■ 

A painter being bknied by a cardinal for 

Putting too much red upon the vifagcs of 
cter and Paul, fitiartly replied. That he 
painted then) 6>, as blu(hing at the lives of 
thofe nncn who ftiled thenrfelves their fuc- 
ccflbrs. How do the lewd and wicked 
live$ of many that are called and accounted 
minifters and Chriftian profefibrs make 
others to blulh,. 



After that Socrates was put to death at 
Athens^»Ariftopha6es rehearfed a tragedy of 
his concerning Palamades who had been 
executed by the Grecians long before at the 
fiegc of Troy, in which tragedy were thcfc 
verfes. 

Ye have flain, ye have flain of Greeks the 

very beft, 
— i— — that never any did infeft. 

At the hearing whereof the people were 
fo moved, that they piefently fell upon 
thfc authors b( Socrates's death, .and. drew 
them forth to punifhment. "Oh that wc 
could be as nimble to apprehend and be 
avenged of our fins, who put Chrift to death 
who was without iin, who never did any hurt* 
but good all his days." 
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Contemno minutuhs ifios deos modo Jciem 
habeam propitium^ faid a heathen man ; I con« 
fcmn and dcfpife all thofe petty gods, fo 
Jupiter be my friend. " So Chritt (faith the 
heavenly man) be my mediator and intercef- 
or, I care not for the petty advocates ivhich 
ihe papifts adore/' 

Valerius Maximus tells us of a youno- 
nobleman that attended on Alexander while 
4)e was facrificing, and while he held the 
cenfure for inccrice, there fell a coal upon 
his flcfh, and burnt it fo as the very fcen't 
of it was in the noftrils of all that wef^e about 
Jiimi and yet becaufe he would not difturb 
Alexander in his fervice, he did not ftir to 
put off the fire from him, but held ftill his 
cenfure. ** What care Ihould we take tiicn 
that we may attend upon the true and liv- 
ing: God without difturbance ?" 



'o 



Antifthenes defined of his gods nothing in 
this world to make his life happy, but th^ 
fpirit of Socrates, that was, contentment to 
be able to bear any wrong or injury, and to 
continue in a quiet temper of fpirit what 
jever befel him, **^Oh if Chriftlans had but 
the (pirit, 1 will not fay of Socrates, but of 
Chrill Jefus I how happy might they be in 
all conditions/' 



d by Google 



( "o ) 

Marcus Curio, fitting at home at dinner 
on a difh of turnips, fome of Rome's adver- 
faries fent him many bribes and promiles 
of great rewards, to have made him un- 
faithful to his country 5 but faid he. That 
man that can be contented with fuch fare 
as 1 have, will not be ternpted by your re- 
wards, " Could we be content with a little, 
the temptations of much would not much 
tempt us." 

One faying toaphilofopher,Couldeft thou 
but pleafe Dionyfius, thou needs not eat 
herbs and roots j the philofophtpr anfwer- 
cd, Couldeft thou but eat herbs and roots 
thou needcft not to pleafe Dionydus. " To 
the humble«minded, temptations of great- 
ncfs are no great temptations." 

It was agoodfpeech of an emperor. You, 
faid he, gaze on my purple robe and golden 
crown i butdid you know what carea are un- 
der it, you would nof take it up from the 
ground to have it. It was a true faying of 
Auguftineon the twenty* fixthpfalm. Many 
fire piiferablc by loving Jiurtful things, but 
they arc more miferable by Jiaving ihem^ 
" It is not what men ejijoy, but the prin« 
ciple from whence it comes, that makes men 
happy." 

It is hard to be chearful without levity, 
or ferious without melancholy ; we verge to 
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t 
extremes; inconvcnicncies and fnares at« 
tend all confticucions and connplexions^ and 
like fyllogifaiSj fequimor deteriorem parUm i 
chearfulnefs is mod like to do the bod/ 
good and the foul hurt, and ferioufnefs is 
mod like to do the foul good and the 
body hurt; if we take not heed; that 
therefore Ibul and body may receive good, 
and no hurt, let us be chcarfully fcri- 
ous, and feriouAy chearful ; while chearful- 
nefs is the fail> let ferioufnefs be the ballad 
of the veflcl; if we want ballad^ we may 
move too fwiftly ; if we want fail, we ftiall 
move too (lowly. 

It appears drange to me that wicked 
Worldly men diould be accounted wife, when, 
as in the matters of the greated import 
tance, they are fo careJefs and remifs, even 
in the falvation of their fouls. . For all wife 
men in difficult cafes will do that which is 
fafed. Now to live as believing there is a 
God, and truly, to fear and fcrve him, is 
certainly mod feciire. For though there 
be many arguments, befides the convidTion 
of every man's confcicnce, to prove there is 
a God ; yet no man can demondrate the 
contrary, thit is impoflible : And if there 
were none, no peribn would repent after 
death, that he in his life-time believed there 
was one ; but dift>elieving the Deity in hisr 
life, he may by that God, whofc effencc he 
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durft fo impudently deny, be punifhed im 
hell eternally. 

It is fafe(V and bed for us to believe as 
God ifi his word has revealed to us> and noe 
be guilty of carnal arguings ; as not to think 
it reafonable that man fhould be puniihed 
in6nittly for finite finning^ or to feem to in- 
cline to Origen's opinion, (which moft 
yrould be willing to embrace, if there were 
any religious ground for it) That alt men 
at the lad day (hall be faved, even the very 
devils themfelvcs* But thus confider, In this 
world the wifcft men know but in part; in the 
next world the mift wrll be taken from our 
ey^s, and we^ flaaU fee clearly. The moft 
ignorant perfonshere ihall know more in the 
other world than the wi/eft man upon earth : 
But licre it is our duty to acquicfcc in what 
we fupjx^fe ijs God's will we fhould believe 
orpradifei his will is the higheil reafon, 
and ought to be tfteemed fo by us. 

' Henry the fecond^ hearing Mentz his 
chief city to betaken, ufed this blafphemous 
fpecch, i fhall never, faith he, love God any 
morcy that fuflfered a city fo dear to me to 
be taken from me. 

Let us confider why fo many of us fa 
often mifcarrjr in the defigns and aftions of 
this life, even when we have'moft confi- 
dence and aflurance. The reaibn is very 
obvious : We place too much truft in fecoa* 
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dary caules, and in thefdn of man, whofe 
breath is in his noftrils ; but in the beginning, 
of every enterprize neglect to implore the 
divine afliftance, and wholly to rely upon 
his wifdom with a humble and dutiful ac- 
quiefcence in his will, whether he (hall 
pleafe to blaft our purpofes, or to profper 
the aftion, God knowing what is better for 
us than we do ourfelvcs. If we do fo> we 
are fure our defigns and endeavours will be 
fuccefsful, or we fhall have as much reafon 
to be fatisfied as if they were, being free 
from all repining, murmuring thoughts, be^ 
caufe we fubmit to his providence, who is 
tiie fole difpofer of all psrfons, adlions and 
times, which is the happy privilcdgc as well 
as the duty of a.CJiriftian.. 

Hormifda^ a nobleman of great eminency 
. in the king of Perfia's court,that becaufe when 
he was preffed to it, he, with a brav€ Chrif*- 
tian courage, denied t« deny Chrift, hewas 
therefoie degraded of all his honours, ftrip- 
cd of his lordly rich habit, cloathed with 
bafe fordid rags, and fo caft out to keep 
c amels. After a long fpace of time, the king 
fce'ng him ^iii' that fad ftaviih condition tooic. 
jjity on him, commanded that he fhould bie 
brought into his palace, and clad in gar-- 
^mcntsiui table to his former dignity; and 
then he was agVin importunate with him 
todeny Chrift ; At which he tore his filkca 
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doathcs, Hftyrng, If for thcfe limplc things, 
you think to have me deny my Saviour, 
avray with them, I will have none of them* 
" Thus Ihould every Chriftian refolvc to- 
perfeveie in the faith of Chrift, counting all 
things but drofs and dung in comparifort 
of him, facrifking and throwing over-board 
alt the rich braveries of the world, rarher 
than, by a bafe finful denial of his Saviour, 
to make fhipwreck of his faith/* 

Cyrus in a great expedition againfl- his 
enemies, the better to encourage his foldicr^^ 
Co fight, in an oration that he made at the 
head of his army, promifcd upon the vie* 
«ory, to make every foot-foldier av-horfc- 
man^ and every horfe-man a commander, 
i'.nd that no officer that did valiantly ftiould 
be unrewarded: " But what are Cyrus's 
rewards to the rewards that Chrift our gene- 
ral promifes to his f To him that over- 
cometh, will I grant to fit with me in my 
throne, even as I alfo overcame, and am 
{tt down with my Father in his throne/' 
Rev. iii. ii. 

It is fajd of Arannah, that noble Jebu- 
fite, renowned for his bounty, that he had 
but a fubjeft's purlc, yet a king's heart i but 
. Jefus Chrift hath a king's purfc as well a$ 
a king's heart, and accordingly he gives. • 

-And as Chrift's rewards arc the greateft 
rewards, fo his rewards are the Itirtft re* 
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wards y •* he is faithful that hath promifcd,** 
I Tbsjf. V. *24. 

Antiochus promifcd often butfcWom gave; 
(upon which he was called in a way of de- 
rifion, a great pronnilcr) but Jcfus Chrift 
never made any promilc^but he hath or will 
perform it. 

Chrift doth not mcafure his gifts by our 
petitions, but by his own riches and mercy-. 

Valerian the Roman, emperor ufed to fay. 
Not bitter but flattering words do all the 
mifchief. 

When Alexander the great was hit with 
an arrow' in the liege of an Italian ciiy^ 
which would not heal, he faid to his para-^ 
fites. You fay that I am Jupiter's fon, but 
ihis wound cries that I am but a man. 

Leo the emperor ufed to fay, A clofc 
cneiny is far worfe than an open. When a 
court parafite praifed Sigifmund the em- 
peror above mcafure, the emperor gave him 
a box on the ear. 

When Ariftobulus the hiftorian prefcnt** 
ed to Alexander the great, a book that he 
had written of his glorious afts, wherein he 
had flatteringly made him greater than he 
was i Alexander, after he had read the 
book, threw it into the river Hydafpes, and 
faid to the author, It were a good deed to 
tthrow thee after it, , 
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When the flatterers flattered Antigonus^ 
he cried out, Thou lieft, thou Heft in thy 
throat, thefe virtues that thou fpeakeft of, 
I have not in me s but I am like a leopard 
that hath ten black fpots to one white. 

Auguftus Caefar and Tiberius Casfar were 
deadly enemies to flatterers^ infomuch that 
they w-Duld not be called lords by their own 
children. 

A good fymbol is attributed to Trcboni* 
apus Gallus, viz. No flatterer can be a 
true friend. 

The flatterers told Caefar that his freckles 
in his face were like the ftars in the firma- 
ment. They bought and fold Aurclius the 
emperor at pleafure. And Auguftus com- 
plained when Varrus w&s dead, that he had 
none now left that would deal plainly and 
-fully with him. 

It is reported of one Oramazes^.that he 
had an inchanted egg in which, as he boaft« 
cd himfelf, he had inclofcd all thehappi* 
ncfs of the world; but being broken^. no* 
thing was found in it but wind. Flatterers 
are the grcateft cheats, the greatcft.decciv»- 
crs in the world. 

They fay of the crocodile, that when he 
hath killed a. man, he will weep over him 
as if he was forry, and did repent for what 
he had done. 

Anaftycius the emperor's motto, was. 
Smooth talk proves often fwcct poif^n* 
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Flattery is the very fpring and mother of all 
impiety, it blows the trumpet, and draws 
poor fonls into rebellion againft GoJ, as 
Sheba drew Ifrael to rebel againfl: David ; 
it put our firft parents upon tafting the for- 
bidden fruit; it put Abfalom upon dethron- 
ing his father $ it put Haman upon plotting 
the ruin of the Jews 5 it put Corah, Dathan, 
and Abiram upon rebelling againft Mofcs ; 
it makes men call evil good, and good evil; 
darknefs light, and light darknef^ &r. It 
puts j)erfons upon neglefUng the means of 
grace, and upon contemning the means of 
grace; it puts men upon abafing God, 
flighting ChrifV, and vexing the fpirit ; it 
unmans, man, it makes him call black white, 
and white black; it make;s a man change 
pearls for pebbles, and gold for counters; 
it makes a naan judge himfclf wife, when he 
is foolifh ; knowing, when he is ignorant ; 
holy> 'whcnshc is profane ; free, when he is 
a pfifoner.i rich, when he is poor; high, 
when he is low ; full, when he is empty ; 
happy, when he is miferablc. •* From 
flattery of all kinds, good Lord deliver us/* 

' George, duke of Saxony> was heard to 
fay. Though I am not ignorant that hcrefies 
and abufcs are crept into the church ; yet 1 
will never obey the gofpel that Luther 
preacheth. " For hatred to the man, he 
would not hearken to the truth he taught. 

A 
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This is to have the faith of Chrift in rclpcft 
bfperfons/* 

Edward the third, having the king of 
France prifoner in England^ and feafting 
him one time moft fumptuoufly, prefled 
him to be merry, the French king anfwcred. 
How can we fing fongs in a ftrange land ? 
" A real Chriftian is in great hcavincfs 
while Chrift abfents himfelf, and never 
heartily merrys until he lift up the light of 
his countenance upon him." 

Thy ftiining grace can cheer 

This dungeon where I dwell j 
•Tis paradife when thou art here. 
If thou depart, 'tis hell. 

The fmilings of thy face, . 

How amiable they arc ! 
'Tis hcav'n to reft in thine embrace. 

And no where elfe but there. 

Demonicus being aiked at what time he 
began to be a philofopher? anfwered, When 
I began to know myfelf* *' So a man 
never begins to be a Chriftian, till he be- 
gins to know himfelf. And indeed for a 
man to be acquainted with himfrlf, is one 
of the hardcft works in the world. For as 
the eye can fee all things but itfclf, fo moft 
can difcern all faults but their own. Henry 
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the fourth, emperor of Germany, his ufoal 
fpcech was^ Many know much, but few 
know themfelves. 

The very heathens did admire that faying 
as an oracle. Know, and be acquainted with 
thy own felf. Themain exhortation of Chilo, 
one of the fevcn fages, was. Know thyfelf. 
And Plato recordeth that this, faying of 
Chilo, Know thyfelf, was written in letters 
of gold upon the portal of Apollo's temple, 

Juvenal faith, that this faying, Know thy-* 
felf, came from heaven. Macrobius faith. 
That the oracle of Apollo being demanded 
what courfc fhould be taken for attaining to 
felicity, anfwered, Only teach a man to 
knowhimfelf. 

Thus both divinity and philofbphy do 
agree in this, that the bcft and fureft way to 
true felicity, is to know ourfclves. 

The knowledge of Chrift, is the begin- 
ning of eternal life, it is the way to eternal 
life, it is a tafte of eternal life, it is a fure 
pledge to the foul of eternal life. 

The Spaniards fay of Aquinas, that he 
that knows not him, knows not any things 
but he that4&nows him, knows all things. 
'* He that knows Jefus Chrift, not notion- 
ally only, but piriftically j not apprehcn- 
fively only, but effeftively; he knows all 
things that may make him happy : But he 
that knows not Jefus Chrift, knows nothing 
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tihat will fland him in {lead when he' (hall 

He upon a dying bed^ and (land before the 
^ judgment-feat of Chrift." 

The fun is not more necefiary to the 

world, the eye to the body, the pilot to the 
J fliip, the general to the army, i^c. than the 
» ^ knowledge of Chrift is neceffary for all thofe 

that would be haj^y here and hereafter. 

. Mafter Fox was much delighted ih that 
feeming paradox, that his graces did him 
xnoH hurt, and his fins moil good. The 
fight of his black ftct was a means to keep 
down the fprcading of his white plumes, 
whereas the continual thqught of his graces 
might have blowcd up his heart with windy 
pride above other men. The fubtle ferpent 
knows how to caft his poifori:upon our bcft 
adions ; to make good Hezekiahfwellwith 
oftentation of his trcafurcs. This poifon is 
that which diftcmpers the eye. of our judg- 
mentj and makes us account that pride in 
fome,. which we would efteem ornaments of 
grace in our own hearts ; the eye, infeded 
with a falfe colour, will foon misjudge all 
things like herfelf. A proud eye wtH zC* 
knowledge no man humble. Humility 
would be the beft glue to join the hearts of 
minafters and people in the neareCl: union of 
concord and afFeflion. When Epiphanus 
and Chryfoftomc yield too much unto a felf* 
opinion, they may foon fall into (harp con^ 
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centions. Let Epiphanus never come into 
his own country, and iet not Chryfoftome 
die a biihop, were the breathings of a fc* 
crct pride. The devil hath wrought mif* 
chief in the church, by nothing more than by 
ioviing the tares of diflcnting pride amongft 
Chriftians* Some haveobfcrved that no lefs 
than four-fcore and eight kinds of herefies 
^rofe in the church in the firft four-hundred 
years after Chrift j they all fprung from an am- 
bitious dcfire after the chair ot honour, and 
the authors fclf-pleafing pride in the conceits 
of their awn brains. The Pfalmift tells us, 
the htimble arc thofe whom God will teach 
his ways. We know the defcending tntd 
the loweft pits and decpeft wells, is the 
ready way to fee thofe ftars at noon-day; 
which others above us cannot behold j when 
we keep in the low vault of hunriility; we 
may difcovcr thofe ftars of divine truths 
which others higher than ourfelves cannot 
fo well difcern when their eyes are fwellcd 
with pride, 

'- Cajus Nearius Viftorius, who was an 'old 
man three hundred years after the^poftlc's 
time, and had been a Pagan all his' days, in 
his ild age he enquired after Chrift, and 
laid he would be a Chriftian. Simplicianus 
hearing him fa^r fo, would not believe him,* 
bot when the church fkw a work of grace 
indeed upon him,- there was Ihouting and 
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dancing for gladncfs, .and pfalms were Cung 
in every church, Cajus Ncarlus Viftorius ii 
beconne a Chriftian : And this was wriccen 
for a wonder, that he in his old age, and in 
his grey hairs (hould bjcconne a Chriftian,^^ 

Aretius alfo fpeaks of a certain man in 
his time i it is no feigned ftory, faith he, 
for I faw the man with my own eyes j he 
was one that had been a moft vile and dtf- 
perate finner, a drunkard, a fwcarer, a game - 
fter, and fo he continued to his grey hairs } 
but at laft it j^leafed God to fet his fins in- 
order before him, and thfr m^h was fo trou- 
bled in confcience, that he threw hinrfelf 
down upon the ground, calling upon Satan 
to take him away : Whereupon, faith Are- 
tius, prayer was made for him, Chriftians 
prayed and failed, they prayed night and 
day ; and it pleaied God at laft, that '^this 
poor aged (inner wa« converted, lived a god- 
ly life afterwards, and died comfortably. 

Therefore let not the grey-headed (inner 
defpair, though his fpring be pafl, his fum^ 
mer over, and he arrived at ifie fall of the 
leaf. Xhe Lord your God js gracious and 
merciful, ar.d will net turn away his face 
from you, if you return unto him* 

The new Jerufalem hath twelve gates, 
to (hew that theie is every way accels fcr 
all forts and ranks of (iniiers, tp con^e to 
Chriit, He wa^ born in an if^p, to (hew. 
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that he receives all comers^ young and o\d^ 
poor and rich, &fr. 

In the iflaAd of St Thorn is, on the back* 
fide of Africa^ in the midll of it is a hill> 
over that a continual cloud» wherewith the 
whole ifland is watered. *' Such a cloud is 
Chrift to his church> he waters it wich his 
divine grace, that it may bring forth the 
fruits otthe fpirit/' " I the Lord do keep 
it, I will water it every moment, left any 
hart ity i will keep it night and day," J/a. 
xxvii. 3. 

Pompeja Paulina, a Roman lady of youth 
and beauty, defcended of the moft noble 
faipilics of Rome, fell in love wjth Seneca, 
for the excellency of his- doftrine, and the 
gravity and purity of his manners. They 
married, and lived great examples together 
to both their fexcs. So great was her value 
for her hufband, and fo little did Ihe care ta 
live when he was to die> that (he chofe to be 
the companion of his death, as fbe had been 
of his life i and her veins were cut as well as 
his, whilft ftie was the auditor of his excels 
lent difcourfes : But Nero hearing of it, 
and fearing left Paulina's death might tring 
him great reproach, bccaufe of her noble al- 
liance in Rome, fcnt with all hafte to have 
her wounds clofcd^ and if it were poffible, 
to favc her life, which, though as one half 
L a 
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dead, was done, and (he againft ker will 
lived ; but always with a pale hue and wan 
complexion of face,, to tell how much of her 
life was gone with Seneca her dcarcft friend>. 
philofophcr, and huft>and. 

I am in ecftafy, faith Picu^ MitaaduU;. 
jto think how profane men r^l upon thofc 
now, whom one day they will wifh they had 
imitated. It was cxocllent wunfel tbat-thc 
heathen orator gave his h^rers^ Ltt us live- 
as thofe tl)at inuft give an accQiuntof all atlaft^ 



When Demofthenes was reproacTied hy. 
one, I will not, faitb' he, drive with thee ia. 
this kind of fight, in which he that is over-- 
come is the better man,. 

When one came and reproached Xcno-» 
pl^on, fays he, Ypu have learned how to re*-, 
proach, and I have learned how to btac 
reproach. 

And Ariftippus, .the philofopher, faid^ 
You are fit to caft reproaches, and I am fit 
i;o bear them. 

Democliares, . an Athenian orator, was 
lent to king Philip as an embailadorw 
Philip aflced him. bow he might pleafure the 
Athenians; even thus, faith he, go and 
haug yourfelf. The prince patiently fcnt 
him home again^ and bid him a(k the Athc?.: 
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nians. Who wa$ the mod noble, the patient 
hearer, or venter of fuch unfccnfily lan- 
guage ? 

When ofie wondered at the patience of 
"Socrates, towards one wha reproached and 
reviled him; if we Ihould meet one, faith 
he, whofe body were more unfbund than 
ours, (hquld we be angry with him, and not 
rather pity him? Why then (hould we not 
do the like to him, whofe Ibul is more dif- 
eafed than others ^ 

Auguftus Gaefar, in whole time Chrift 
Was born, bid Catullus, the railing poet, to 
Xiipper, to flicw that he had forgiven him» 
It is a notable. example that we find of 
Pericles, whb\as he was fitting with others 
in a great affembly,. a foul-mouthed ftl- 
low bitterly reproached, him, and railed 
all the day long upon him, and at night, 
when it was dark,, and the aflembly broke 
up, the fellow followed him and railed at 
him erven to his door, and he took no notice 
©t him J this is all he faid. Friend, it is dark, 
1 pray let my man light you home. . 

Jofephus reports of that Herod that is 
made mention of in j^ffsmu 13^ thatwhea 
one Simon a lawyer had grievouny re 
proachcd and fcandalized him before the 
pc>)ple, he ftnc for him and caufed him to 
fit down next to liim, and^in a kind man. 
^p^ he Ipokcthus^a him, TeU me, I pray 
L 3 
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thee, what .thing thou fccft fault- worthy, or 
contrary to the law in me? Simon^not hav- 
ing any thing to anfwer, befoughc him to 
pardon him, which the king did, was friends^ 
with him,difnr.iflcd him, and beftowcd gifts, 
on him. 

Ptok>my fon of Lagus, being reproached 
for his mean original, and his friends angry 
that he did not refent it y we ough^ fays he, 
ta bear reproaches patiently* 

St Paul rejoiced in his fufferingreproach*^ 
es for Chrift's fake. Therefore, faith he, I 
take pleafure in infirinities, in reproaches, 
in ncccffities, in pcrfecutions, in diftreffes 
for Chrift's fake i. for when I am weak, thcft 
^m I ftrong, 2 Cer. x. la. If ye be re- 
proached for the name of Chrift, happy arc 
ye ; for the fpirit of glory and of God rcft- 
cth upon you, i Pei. iv. 14s 

There is a remarkable ftory of a king 
that wept, which when his brother faw, he 
^ed him why he was fo penfive ? Becaufe, 
faith he, I have judged others, and now I 
muft be judged myfcif. And why, laith his 
brother, do you fo take on for this, it may 
perhaps be a long time ere that day come, 
and befiues that is but a flight matter ; the 
king laid little to it at the prefent. — Now 
it was a cuiiom in that country, when any 
had committed trcafon, there was a trum- 
pet icunued at biS door in the night«time. 
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and he was next day brought out to be ex- 
ecuted. Now the king commanded a truna»» 
pet to be founded at his brother's door in 
the night time, who, awakening out of his 
fleep when he he^rd it, arofe, and came 
quaking and trembling to the kir^g^ jfiow 
now? laid the king, what is the-^ matter 
you arc fo afftighted .^ I ^m, faid he, actu- 
fed of treafon, and next morning I fhall be 
executed. Why, faith the king to him 
again, are you fo troubled at that ^ know* 
ing that you fhall be Judged by your bro* 
ther, and for a matter xhat your confciencc 
tells you, y^u are dear ot? How m^ch 
more therefore may J be afraid^ feeing that 
God (hall judge me, and not in a matter 
that my confcience frees me of, but of that 
whereof I am guilty ? and befides this, if 
the worftcome^ i| is but a temporary deatfe 
youthall die, but I am liable to death eter- 
nal, both of the body and foul. 

The Egyptians drew the pidure of time 
with three heads ; the firft of a greedy wolf 
gaping for time paft j.becaufe it hath raven- 
ouily devoured the niemory of fo many 
things pa(t recalling, ^The.fecond, of a 
crowned iion rp9,ring for time prcfent, be- 
caufc itJiath the principality of all aftions, 
for which :it calls loud. The third, of a 
deceitful dog, fawning for time to come, 
:becawfcit fj:crf§ f^^t men with ii^any flat- 
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tering liopcs, to their eternal undoing : A^. 
you would give up your accounts at the laftr 
day with joy concerning this talent of tioie^ 
with which God hath trufted you, confider 
in what manner you can beft improve it 
while it is prefcnt> 

It was a cuflom of old, when any were 
baptized, for the minifter to deliver a white 
garment to be put on, faying, Take thou this 
white veftmcnt, and fee thou bring it forth 
without fpot at the judgment feat of Jefus 
Chrift; whereupon one Maritta, baptifing 
one EJpidophorus, who, when he was grown 
up, proved a profane wretch, he brings forth 
the white garment, and holding ic up^ 
(hakes it againft him, faying, This linen 
garment, Elpidophorus, (hall accufe thee at 
the coming of Chrift, which I have kept by 
•n\c as a.witnefsof thy apoftafy^ 

Cyprian, in'his fermon de lapfts^ reporteth 
of divers, who forfaking the faith, were given 
oyer to^ evil fpirits, and died fearfully. 
** All you that torfake the Lord, (hall come 
to be afhamedi and they that- depart from, 
him (hall be written on the earth," Jer^ xvii, 
13. to begin well, and not to proceed, is 
but to afpire to a higher pitoh^ that the fait 
may be the more -defperatc^. Back- Aiding 
is a wounding fki^ You read of no armour 
for the back, though you4o for the brcait: 
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He that, is but feettiingly good^ will prove 
at laft exceedingly bad. " They wax worfe 
and worfe, deceiving and^being deceived." 
^ The wplf, though he often diflrembles> 
ft|)d clofely hides bis n^ature, yet he will> one 
time or .^ther,J(ho«r hiEnfelf cp be a woliV 

. The heathens looked upon the back parts 
of pleafure, and (aw it. going away from 
ti^na^ and leaving a lling behind. 
: ,Pieafiires pais (away as.faon as.they have 
ViCarijed -iQU* th?i ipjody, iuid leavsc it as a 
tmilch of grapesi/.wliofe j.uitc' hath, been 
prelTed out ; wbich made one to fay^ I fee 
no greater pleasure in^ this world, than thft 
contenipt of picafure* 

c Xerxes, being weary of all plcafures, pro- 
ndiled rewards to the invenrtors of new plea- 
fures> which, being invented,- he nevcrthelefa 
remained unfatisfied* - ^ The eye is not 
fatisfied with ft^eing, nor the car filled with 
hearing," EccleJ. i. 8, There is a curfe of 
ynfatiablenefs lies upon . the creature ; bo* 
nours cannot fetisfy- the ambitious noan, nor 
riches the covetous rrian,: nor pleafures the 
voluptuous man i men cannot take off the 
wearincfs of one pleafure by another^ for 
after a few evaporated minutes arc fpcnc ir^ 
pleafures, the body prefently fails the mind, 
a,nd the mind the defire, and the delire the 
fatisfaftion,^ and all the man^ 
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, Plcafurcs arc Junes in the purfmej and 
but clouds in the enjoyment ; pleafure is a 
beautiful harlot Titting in her chariot, whofe 
four wheels are pride, gluttony, lull and 
idienefs ; the two h&rfes are profperity and 
abundance ; the two 'drivers are idienefs and 
fccurity^ her attendants and followers arc 
guilt, grief, late repentance, if any, and often 
death and ruin ; rnany great men, and many 
(Irong men, and many rich men, and many 
hK^peful tncn, and many young men have 
come to their ends by hcr^ but never any 
enjoyed full fatisfa(flion and content in her. 

Avoid this harlotj and come not near the 
door of her houfe. Only to touch them, to 
tafte them as Mithridates uftd poifon $ to 
fortify yoiirfelvcs againtt cafual extremities 
and maladiesb When Mr Roger Afcham 
alked the lady Jane Gray how flic could lole 
fuch paftime, her father with the Dutchcfe 
being a hunting in the park, fmilingly an- 
fwcred, All fport in the park is but a Iha- 
dow of that pleafure I find in this book, 
having a good book in her hand. 

Auguftine before . his converfion, could 
not tell how to live without ihofe pleafures 
which he delighted much in, but when hia 
nature was changed, and his heart graci- 
oufly turned to the' Lord, O how"" fwcct, 
fahh he, is it to be without thofe former 
fwcct delights ! 
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There arc no plcaiures fo delighting, fb 
fatisfying, fo ravi(hing> fo engaging, and fo 
abiding, as thofc that fpring from union and 
communion with God ; as thofe that flow, 
from a fenfe of intereft in God, and from an 
bumble and holy walk^ing with God> 

Let the thoughts of a crucified Chrift^ 
faid one, be never out of your mind; let y 
them be meat and drink to you, let them f^ 
be your fweetnefs and confolation, your dc- 
fire, your reading, and your meditation, 
your life, death, and refurreAion« 

Memorable is that (lory of Pyrrhias, ^ 
merchant of Ithaca, who at fea efpying an 
ancient man a captive in a pirate's fliip, 
took conrxpaflion on him,- redeemed him, 
and bought his commodities which the pi- 
rates had taken from him, which were cer- 
tain barrels of pitch. The old man per- 
ceiving, that not for any good fcrvicche 
could, do him, nor for the gain of that com- 
modity, but merely out of pity and charity 
he had done this, difcovered a great mafs 
of treafure hidden in the pitch, whereby the 
merchant in a (hort time became very rich, 
at which time God made that word good, 
** He that foweth liberally, (hall reap libe^ 
rally ; the liberal foul fhall be made fat j 
the liberal devifetb liberal things, and by 
liberal things he (hall (land/' It is fabled 
>of Midas, that whoever he touched, he turn- 
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ed into goldt It is cctuin that a liberal 
hand^ and liberal heart turns all into gold, 
into gain, ^s fcripture and experience do 
abundantly evidence^ 

It is reported of Tiberitis the emperor, 
that pafling by a place nvliere he law a crofs 
lying on the ground upon a marble ftonc, 
andcaufing the ftone to be digged up, found 
a gr^at deal of treafure under the crofs, 
«f So ha« many apuecious faint found great 
treafure under the crofies and affiidions they 
have been exercifed with." 

I have read of an Italian poet, who brings 
in a proper ydurtg man, rich and potent, 
difcourfing with. death in- the habit of a 
mower, with his fcydie in his hand, cutting 
down the life -^f ail men i for' ail fle/h is 
graft, Jfity xl. 6» And wilt thou not fpare 
any pcrfon ? faith the yOURg man ; I (pare 
none, faith death. Death's motto is, I yield 
to none. 

A heathen, once faid. That the whole life 
of man fliould be nothing elfc but a medi- 
tation of dfeath. ^ 

Luther's la'ft prayer was this. My Hea- 
venly Father, thou haft manifdted unto me 
thy dear fon Jefus Cbrift, I have taught 
him, 1 have known him t I love him as my 
life, ihy health and my redemption, whom 
the wicked have perfecutfed, maligned^ and 
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afid With injury atfeftcd i draw my foul to 
thcc. After thb he faid, I commend my 
fpirit into thy haiids, thdu haft redeemed 
the, O God of Truth, (^c. 

Sit Henry Wotton thought It the great- 
eft happinefs in this life, to be at leifure^ 
^nd to do gobd ; a& in his lattei* end he was 
lifed to lay, tvhch he fefleftcd on paft times^ 
though a mail eftecfmed fobet* and learnr 
td, Hbw much time have I fo repent of, 
and how little to do it in ! 

Sir Chriftopher Hattbn, a Httlc before 
his death, advifed his relationsi to be ferious 
in the feafch after the will of God in the 
htdy word : For, faid he, it h defervcdly 
accounted a piece of excellent knowledge 
to uhderfland the laW 6f the^ laiidi and the 
ctrftdrris of a man's country j hoMr much 
more to know the ftatutes of heaven, and 
ihe laws of eternity j thofe immutable and 
eternal laws of juftice and righteoufnefe ! t^ 
know the will and pleafure of the Great 
. Monarch and Univerfal Kirtg of the whole 
trorid ! •* I have fcen an end of all perfec- 
tion j but thy comniandments, O God, are 
exceeding broad. 

The great Duke of Montmorency, col- 
league to the Duke of Orleans, brother to 
the French king Lewis Xlll. in the war 
by them agitated againft the miiiiftry of 
Cardinal Richlieu, being taken and convic- 
ted at Lyons, a tittle before his beheading, 
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icoking upon himfelf, then very rithly at- 
tired, Ah I fays hq, this becomes not a fcr* 
vane of the crucified Jefus ! What do I with 
thefe vanities about itie ? He was poor, 4c- 
fpifed and mocked, when he went to the 
trofs to die for my fins ; And immediately 
he ftripped himfelf of all'his finery, and put 
a more grave an^ modeft garnpent on hin^. 
Charles V. empero;; of Germany^ kins of 
Spain, and Lord of the Netherlands> after 
three-and-tvsfenty pitched fields, fix trW 
umpbsi four kingdorris conquered, and eight 
p^ir.cipaiities added to his dominions, a 
greater inftance can fcarcc be^iyehi rcfign- 
cd'up all his pomp to other hanids,, and fae- 
lookrhimfelf to bis retirement; V. leaving this 
teff imbriy ^behind him concctning the life 
he fpeiiit'ih the honours and plcafures,of his^ 
retreat from them all; that the fineere ftudy, 
prdfeftion, and practice of the Chriftian reli- 
gion, had in it fuch joys and fweetncfs, as 
courts were ftrangers to. 
\ Cardinfil Wolfey, the moft abfoliite and 
wealthy minifterof ftate this kingdom ever 
had, fo that in his time he Teemed to govern 
Europe as well as England, when he came 
to the period of his life, left the world with 
this dofe reflledtion upon himfelf, Had 1 
been. as diligent to fsrve my God, as I was 
to'pleafpj my. king, he .would* not have lefs 
mc how i^ rny grey hairs. 

'/the e n d. ^^^ t ' 
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